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by Karen McKee 


Phew! The world is going to be safe 
(except for those evil Russians) for 
four more years, four more years, four 
more years, four more... 

President Ronald Wilson Reagan has 
triunphed over Walter Mondale in a man- 
date fron the American people. The few 
disgruntled people who voted for Mondale 
and Ferraro (a mere forty million) want- 
ed a leadership which would emphasize 
the problems in America. But worrying 
about the poor, about racism, and about 
women's rights is only asking for trou- 
ble. Humanism, as Mr. Bush will tell 
you, leads to a state of "cynicism" and 
“malatse:’ Republicans declare that the 
country must look beyond its problems to 
what is good about our nation. For in- 
stance, the corporations are doing great! 
And after all, big business is the very 
source of the trickles we sometimes re- 
ceive from the "trickle-down effect" and 
we ought to show our gratitude by doing 
everything in our power to keep their 
profits up. Also, people have felt a 
Strong sense of American supremacy be- 
Cause we have a tough president who 
hurls insults at the Russians and 
staunchly refuses to show any sign of 

weakness by negotiating an amns control 
agreement. Thank God (the Christian 
one) that almost no one voted for that 
wimp Wondale and that-tir. Reagan will 
have the chance to continue the brilliant 
job he has been doing with respect to 
foreign affairs, the economy, the private 
lives of women and men, school prayer, 
and his favorite, “shrinking government.’ 

Ronald Reagan and the rejoicing Repub- 
licans are now able to continue making 
this world--especially Central Anerica-- 
safe for democracy. However, Mr. Reagan 
will not sit there and tolerate the people 
of any nation overthrowing their government 
just because that government does not ad- 
dress their needs. The establishment of a 
government which is not run by a country's 
wealthy and which does not ignore the poor 
is threatening to Mr. Reagan's policies. 
Our president is also particularly inter- 
ested in making the world safe for Aneri- 
can interests abroad and his administration 
has shown political savvy by training ass- 
assins to "neutralize" the guys in Nicara- 
gua who don‘t see things the American way. 

It is truly touching that Mr. Reagan's 


"Lesbians Considering Chil # 
the titie of a forum fe a econ 
considering having children alone 
or with other women. The forum 
will take place on December 9, 1994, 
at McConnell] Hall at Smith College 
from 2 - 6pm. The forum will in- 
clude a film, "Choosing Children," 

a panel, a question and discussion 
period, networking and resource 
sharing and a reception to end the 
day, 
"Choosing Children" is a new film 
by Kim Clausner and Debra Chasnoff, 
who will be present at the forum. 


is 


The December 9th showing is a Western 


Mass premiere, and the film includes 
a New song written and performed by 
Holly Near. The pane? will address 
medical, legal, psychological and 
Practical issues for women consider~ 
ing having children alone or with 
Other women. : 7 
"Lesbians Considering Children, 
Which is funded and co-sponsored 
by Everywoman's Center at UMass, the 
Flower Foundation and the Smith Col- 
lege Lesbian Alliance, is the first 
addre in Western Massachusetts tO . 
la ress these topics, although simi- 
r forums have been held nationwide. 
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concern for democracy extends all the 
way to South Af€ica where IBM, Mobil 

011, Ford Motor Co., General Notors, 
Union Carbide, and other American com- 
Panies each have millions of dollars 
invested in a country where each and 
every white person has the right to vote. 
It's amazing how Mr. Reagan presses on 
with manly determination in implementing 
throughout the whole world that which is 
good for America, often in spite of those 
selfish foreigners who are more concerned 
with their own people than with a strong- 
er, wealthier America. 

Another area which ought to make us 
all rest easy is the president's econonic 
theory. (Please note: George Bush was 
only joking when he called tir. Reagan's 
plans "voo-doo economics!”) I'm sure 
that whatever it turns out to be, when- 
ever we find out what it is, Mr. Reagan's 
Plan for reducing the deficit will. be 
Much more fair than Mondale's tax-the- 
rich plan. Why should we tax the rich 
and not the poor--just because the rich 
have more money?? Instead, Mr. Reagan 
will probably implement a Value Added 
Tax which would not discriminate against 
the rich, but will hit everyone equally 
as hard. But we can't really call the 
V.A.T. a tax since it will merely make 
prices go up, and you won't see the 
actual word "tax" on the sales slip. 

That Mr. Reagan is a genius. 

Also, in order to placate the bleeding 
heart liberals who harp on the question 
of poverty, Mr. Reagan has set up an in- 
aginary “safety net" to save those Amer- 
icans who imagine that they are poor. 
Republicans say that even if there are 
poor people, they have only themselves 
to blame in this land of opportunity. 
ae wealthy trickle on the poor, but they 

ave to keep something for themselves. 

Mr. Reagan has in the past and can be 
trusted in the future to be deeply con- 
cerned with Americans' private lives as 
well. He has fervent hopes of relieving 
women of the sometimes agonizing decision 
of whether or not to have a baby--Mr. Rea- 
gan will make that decision for us! He 
Will also struggle against al] odds to 
save the traditional nuclear family (all 
seven of them) by fighting passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment and by opposing 
homosexuality. Mr. Reagan thinks that 
women should not abandon their natural 


Lesbians Considering Children) 


information supplied by -the Resource/Referral Program at EWC 


There is no charge, but donations 

are welcome. The hall is wheelchair 
accessible, the forum will be inter- 
preted in sign language, and childcare 
is available only with preregistration 
by December 1 by calling Everywoman's 
Center at 545-0883. 

If you are a woman considering this 
option, we encourage you to attend 
this informative and supportive forum 
on December 9 at McConnell Hall at 


Smith College. 
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role as homemakers to go out and take jobs 
away from men, so he will make sure women 
are paid less and, thus, encourage them to 
stay in the kitchens and bedrooms of 
America. Our president wonders what 

all this fuss is about equality--why, 
women have been on a pedestal for years! 
Also, the President and his conservative 
brethren will continue trying to do us 
the favor of keeping homosexuals in the 
closet by denying them the rights in- 
tended by God for heterosexuals to enjoy. 

Another area which has Nr. Reagan con- 
cerned is the spiritual well-being of the 
youth of our nation. School prayer has 
become one of his top priorities. In fact, 
he wants so much for the little ones to 
understand that the worship of God is of 
such primary importance that he has intro- 
duced the children to fasting--especial ly 
in poor areas where they need God the most, 
Mr. Reagan wants to teach youngsters that 
everything, including government-subsidized 
school breakfasts, is unimportant when it 
comes to devotion to our Lord. And those 
little devils who haven't as yet accepted 
Jesus Christ our Lord into their hearts 
and minds as their personal Saviour, well, 
they might learn a little something about 
their intolerance of Christianity. It 
just may be possible that hearing others 
worshipping the Lord as they sit there in 
an awkward, embarrassed silence, the tiny 
heretics might recognize their unconform- 
ity, turn to the Lord, and ask him into 
their hearts as well. 

Above all, however, recently re-elected 
Republican Ronald Reagan seeks to shrink 
government. He has repeatedly related to 
the American populace that he believes the 
federal government must get off the backs 
of the people and not interfere with things 
beyond its realm. For years the damned 
Democrats have been meddling in such per- 


sonal matters as the civil rights of blacks, 


Hispanics, the handicapped, women, etc., 
etc., ad nauseum! We can rest assured that 
Mr. Reagan is not going to bend over back- 
wards for these special inten.t groups. As 
a matter of fact, he'll do all he can to 
curb any rights they may already have. The 


liberals even have the audacity to interfere 
(Why do they 


with what a kid has for lunch! 
bother--the high sugar content in catsup is 
certainly a good pick-me-up to get kids go- 
ing after a morning's fast.) Shrinking 


by tla O" Beven 


Women from across the Northeast 
staged a march through Mid-town Man- 
hattan and a sit-in at the New York 

Stock Exchange on November 18 and 
19. The two-day demonstration was 
called "Not in Our Name." Parttci- 
pants sought to expose thirteen ma- 
Jor corporations and to disrupt the 
Stock Exchange for contributing to 
the direct oppression of women, 

"We are sounding the alarm," 
stated Not in Our Name leaflets 
which were distributed to passers 
by, "because each day powerful 
white men in corporations, the 
military, government and other 
institutions make decisions that 
perpetuate the war on us all. 
Weapons used against us take many 
forms and are wielded by men in 
order to protect their power and 
wealth. We are ossaulted on many 
fronts." i 

Singing, chanting and carrying 
puppets, banners, and placards, 

600 women marched from 59th St. 
and Fifth Avenue on a three hour 
march through downtown Manhattan 
Co protest corporate exploitation 
and the racism and sexism inherent 
in U.S. institutions, Upjohn was 
a corporation targeted by the pro- 
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straints on business. Sucn tormalities as 
taxing corporations, monitoring the amounts 
of natural resources they use, and forcing 
them to clean chemical dumping grounds only 
cut down on their profits and makes for 
fewer trickles and a weaker America. 
Republican policies on the economy, the 
nuclear family, and on nuclear arms build 
up have resulted in an explosive success 
for the President this year. Americans 
believe in a man who promises to fight 
for school prayer and against abortion 
while promising to get government off our 
backs. Americans trust in a man who pro- 
mises taxes “only as a last resort" while 
saving us the anguish of knowing how 
quickly the Tast resort must be utilized 
by implementing the hidden Value Added Tax. 
Americans fee} safe with a president who 
acknowledges an impending nuclear holocaust 
rhile devoting billions of dollars to more, 
bigger, and better nuclear weapons. These 


are some of the reasons the American people 

well, a quarter of the American people, 

anyway) re-elected President Ronald Wilson 

Reagan in a victorious landslide mandate. 

And, if we listen to the words of our pres- 
ident, we ain't sed\nothin’ yet! 


Not in Our Name 


testers for its manufactyring of 
Depo-Provera, an injectable contra- 
ceptive banned in this country but 
used in Third World countries. 
Depo-Provera has been linked to 
birch defects and cervical cancer, 

General Electric was cited for 
its profits from arms escalation and 
nuclear reactors. G.E. ranks 7th in 
the top U.S. arms exporters, with 
defense contracts of over 4.5 billion 
dollars in 1983. G.E. is the largest 
Manufacturer of comercial nuclear 
reactors. Nuclear reactors have 
raised many questions concerning dan- 
gerous radiation exposure to workers 
and the general public. 

“Perhaps the clearest message 
was the placards which read: Not with 
Our Money, Not with our Children, 

Not with Our Blood, Not for Our Pro- 
tection," said Karen Schweitzer, organ- 
dizer and participant in the march. 

Hundreds of women gathered again 
the next worning at Worth and La Fay- 
ette STreers. They walked pase City 
Hall to the Stock Exchange where they 
used yarn to tie themselvca together 
and weaved a web araund the stock 
exchange to prevent workers from en- 
tering. All the while the demonstra- 

cont. on pg. 14 
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A special thanks to Satrupa, 
without whom this issue would 
mot have materialized! elcome 
back to the Valley! 


VWV staff would like to sincerely 
appologize to Bonnie McKee, whose 
lovely centerfold photagraphs we 
improperly processed. PLEASE give 
us another chance!!!! 


Correction: Striking workers at 
Yale are members of the Federation 
of University Employees. 


Typo from the last issue: r 
Striking workers at Yale Univer- 
sity are members of the Feder- 
ation of University Employees. 
They stil] need your support! 


YOU! YES, YOU! To help insure that 
your notices, articles, etc. make 
it into the issue of the Voice that 
you intend, please try to type it in 
the column format using 12 pt type. 


35 spaces 


blem 

en't got a machine? No pro . 

a we are could use a few extra 

typists before production to alle- 
yviate our tendonitis, etc. 


All attempts appreciated! 
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ear Women, 


Dear Friend, 


Well, this is probably the stran- 
gest renewal appeal you've ever 
read, Why 7 Because we're asking 
you to renew your subscription to 
SOJOURNER even though we'll be sus- 
pending publication after our Dec- 
ember issue (printed in late Nov.) 

How can we do this 7 Glad you 
asked! As the Notes in our November 
issue explain in more detail, for 
nine years SOJOURNER has lived hand- 
to-mouth, following a pattern of 
exhausting one group of women after 
another by asking them to work long 
hours for little or no pay. We 
think we've gotten better and better 
over the years - more inclusive in 
our content, better-run in the finan- 
cial sense, and increasingly read- 
able in our layout - but this pro- 
gress has taken a heavy toll on the 
paper's staff, creating more work 
but not produc_jng enough additional 
hard cash to divide that work among 
more women. We say “hard cash" be- 
cause, even with many talented and 
committed volunteers, we've come to 
realize that a paper of SQJOURNER'S 
size has to be coordinated by more 
than the current three full-time, 
paid staff (two of whom sell ads). 
In order to better distribute the 
paper’s workload and lessen our con- 
stant anxiety about money, we have 
to add paid staff (and offer them 
health insurance and vacations, which 
we can't do now) and we have to have 
cash reserves so that unexpected ex- 
penses don't continue to mean delayed 
paychecks and emergency fundraising. 


Only if we make these changes can 
we ensure SOQJQURNER's long-term sur- 
vival. But when we totaled the cost 
of restructuring and refinancing 
the paper, we realized that we need 
$40,000 - and that there was no way 
to keep on publishing monthly and 
get that amount together anytime 
soon. So we decided to suspend pub- 
lication and devote ourselves full- 
time to raising the $40,000 we need. 
We hope to return in February or 
March, but that will only be possible 
with your help. 

Needless to say, we don't feel 
wonderful asking you to renew under 
these slightly weird circumstances. 
But the sooner you renew, the sooner 
we'll be back in your mailbox - bet- 
ter than ever. So please don't lose 
touch with us now, just as we're 
Preparing for what could well be 
our best year yet. We need you now 
More than ever! 

Another reason we're urging you 
to renew right now is that when we 
reappear, our subscription rate will 
be higher: $15 for twelve issues 
rather than the current $11. This 
means that the current subscription 
rate of $.83 an issue will increase 
to $1.25 per issue after December 31, 
1984 (and the newsstand price will 
be $1.50 per copy). 

As you'd expect, we're eagerly 
awaiting your response to this let- 
ter - we really need your encourage- 
ment right now. Naturally, we're 
hoping for financial support from 
you (along with any fundraising 
ideas you may have), but we also 
want to hear your feedback about 
the paper. Our upcoming hiatus will 
give up the chance not only to re 
structure and refinance SOJOURNER, 
but also to find out more about your 
needs and make changes accordingly. 
Please write that note as well as 
that check - we can't wait to hear 


ad on a monthly basis). 
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from you! 
Many, many thanks from all of us, 


Shane Snowdon, Managing Editor 
SOJOURNER e 

143 Albany St- 

Cambridge, MA 02139 


P.S. We'll refund your subscription 


payment at any time upon request, 


of course. 
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Hi Girls, 

We are writing to keep you updated 

because we didn't have a Halloween 
arty. x 

A lot of exciting things have been 
going on for us. They started by us 
changing some of our basic ideas. We 
have always wanted to own the build- 
jing that would house the bar. Since 
real estate prices in the Boston 
area have skyrocketed, we've had to 
change that basic idea to include 
other women investors. Our tax law- 
yer, Alexandra Moses, came up with a 
new form of ownership called a real 
estate limited partnership. This 
new structure opens it up for women 
to invest in the building. This is 
a way for us to offer women tax 
shelters. This new structure freed 
us to look at a wider range of pro- 
perties. 

Right now we are looking at 237 
Hampshire St., the old Legal Sea- 
foods building in Innman Square in 
Cambridge. We've run into problems 
around the entertainment license, 
which is being handled by our law- 
yer, Nancy Gertner. The cost of the 
building is $250,000, and renovations 
will run roughly $150,000. That 
makes the package worth $400,000. He 
already have several women who are 
investing. We need a few more. If 
you are looking for a tax shelter, 
please give us a call at 266-1708 
and we will send you our proposal. 
The building is 6,000 sq. feet, so 
there is plenty of space to house 
the bar, restaurant, a health spa 
area which would include a whirlpool, 
Sauna and and a space for a masseuse, 
a video, disco system with hook ups 
for bands and individual performers. 

The great thing about the real 
estate limited partnership is that 
it can be adapted to any building. 
If for some reason this particular 
deal falls through, we will maintain 
the partnership for the next building. 

For those of you who have had a 
hard time reaching us, we got a tape 
machine. Please give us a call at 
266-1708 to say hello, to get the 
info for the proposal, or if you 
know of a place for us to have a 
party. We plan to have a New Year's 
Eve party, but as of yet haven't gotten 


a Space. We'll keep you posted, 
you keep us posted. 
Love to you all, 


The Saints Girls for the 
Saints Collective 

98 East Brookline St. 
Boston, MA 02118 


Sandy, Merry, Sandy, Donna. 


% An additional 10% may be subtracted from your cost IF payment accompanies ad. (For contracts, payment must accompany your 
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% A column inch is 2 1/2 inches wide by 1 inch long. At this time the maximum ad size (a full page) is 4 X 16. 


Mountain Meadow Country Experience 
(MM), the only feminist summer camp 
for girls in the U.S., has begun a 
Nationwide fundraising campaign for 
donations of all sizes in order to 
continue into its fifth year in 
summer 1985. 

MM has been widely reported on and 
Praised by alternative and mainstream 
media, and by campers and their. par. 
ents. One mother says of her daugh- 
ter, "she found not only tolerance 
for being herself, but enthusiasm 
and understanding; to be loved and 
valued at MM, she didn't have to be 
a Vogue model, she didn't have to be 
traditionally female, she didn't 
have to soft-pedal her beliefs. 

That was an experience that didn't 
end with the summer, but continues 
to support and sustain her every 
Single day." 

As part of a long-term fundraising 
plan, Mountain Meadow needs to raise 
money in one-time donations ("no 
amount too smali"), as well as large, 
ongoing annual pledges. Plans are 
in the words for expanded services 
for young women, and a new session 
for boys, if sufficient funds are 
received. Tax-deductible donations, 
or requests for more information, 
should be sent to Mountain Meadow 
Country Experience, 243 W. Tulpe-~ 
hocken A-205, Philadelphia, PA, 
19144, 


In spirited sisterhood, 
Laura Philips for MMM Collective 
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O NEWSBRIEFS O 


U.S. COURT 


Lawsuits, 


UPHOLDS NAVY'S 


DISCHARGE OF A HOMOSEXUAL 


NOTE: TWO OUT OF THREE COURT 
PANEL JUDGES WERE REAGAN-APPOINTED 


Washington, DC: Ruling that 
“private, consensual homosexual 
conduct is not constitutionally 
protected," a Federal appeals panel 
upheld the Navy's discharge of a 
petty officer who acknowledged en- 
gaging in homosexual acts. 

While several Supreme Court 
decisions have recognized a vaguely 
defined constitutional "right to 
privacy," the Court “has never de- 
fined the right so broadly as to en- 
compass homosexual conduct." 


The Federal appeals court in 
Washington is widely viewed as the 
most powerful in the nation, after 
the Supreme Court. dudge Bork, 4 
leading scholar, an exponent of 
judicial restraint who President 
Reagan appointed to the appeals 
court in 1982, is often mentioned 
as a possible Supreme Court appointee 
of Mr. Reagan's second term. His. 
opinion was joined by Judge Antonin 
Scalia, another Reagan appointee, 
and Federal District Judge David 
Williams. of Las Angeles, sitting 
specially on the appeals court. 


(New York Times) 


Trials, etc. 


DAMAGE LAWSUITS ALLOWED FOR 
SEX HARASSMENT 


Salem, OR: A court ruling giving 
a worker who's fired for resisting a 
supervisor's sexual advances the 
right to sue for punitive damages 
will give more women courage to take 
action against sexual harassment in 
the workplace, the National Organi- 
zation for Women says. 

In its unanimous decision last 
month, the Oregon Supreme Court 
granted a new trial to a woman .who 
claimed she was fired by Sears, Roe- 
buck and Co. for objecting to a 
mate supervisor's advances. 

“The Supreme Court has alerted 
people that not only is sex harass- 
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Women in Protest 


TOPLESS BATHER ARRESTED IN 
CAPE COD PROTEST 


Truro, MA: A longstanding con- 
troversy over nudity on Cape Cod 
National Seashore beaches has flared 
anew with the arrest of a woman who 
bared her breast while sunbathing 
this summer in a challenge to a 
Federal regulation prohibiting nude 
bathing. 


The woman, Nikki Craft, refused 
to clothe herself when ordered to 
cover up by a park ranger as she 
sat topless in a lounge chair. She 
told the ranger that she wanted to 


be arrested to force court tests of 
public nudity laws that she calls 
“unconstitutional and blatantly dis- 
criminatory."” The nude bather said 
going topless was a political 
statement. 


PLANNING 
AND INITIATING 


as WAR 


Nikki Craft said that bathing suit 
tops "simulate bondage" and that 
forcing women to wear them called 
attention to women and had caused 
men to consider breasts as sexually 
stimulating. 

“Women must refuse to collaborate 
in their victimization by silence," 
she said, "and we cannot tolerate 
images of ourselves being bound and 
tortured for men's profit and sexual 
gratification. I am pro-nudity and 
sexuality and ag¢nst exploitation 
and sexual objectification for profit." 

She also said that she had been 
arrested 19 times for various pro- 
tests of civil disobedience, for such 
acts as destroying a newsstand copy 
of Hustler magazine, throwing raw 

meat on the stage of a California 
beauty pageant and going topless at 
beaches. 

"I am prepared to spend my life- 
time on these issues," she said. 
“1 strongly urge women to break 
Jaws and ignore social customs that 
discriminate against them." 


Women’s Health 


SPANISH-SPEAKING OBSTETRICIAN SOUGHT 
IN HOLYOKE 


Representative Silvio 0. Conte, 
R-Pittsfield, said he is trying to 
persuade the federal government to as- 
sign a Spanish-speaking obstetrician 
to help the Hispanic population in 
Holyoke, which has the highest infant 
mortality rate in the state. 

Conte's comment followed state 
welfare officials’ announcement that 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human services had rejected a request 
to assign a National Health Corps 
obstetrician to Holyoke. 

State statistics show that in 
Springfield and Holyoke, 15 out of 
every 1000 babies die before their 
first birthday compared to a state- 
ee ant mortality rate of 10 

every 1000. 


(Daily Hampshire Gazette) 


DENTISTS DETECT BULIMICS BY 
TOOTH-ENAMEL LOSS 


Atlanta, GA: The first person to 
diagnose a bulimic may be the pati- 
ent's dentist, a researcher told the 
American Dental Association. Erosion 
of tooth enamel is the surest symptom 
of bulimia - an eating disorder in 
which the sufferer typically eats a 
large quantity of food and then forces 
herself to vomit. Ninety-five per- 
cent of all bulimics are women, and 
85% will ultimately suffer other psy- 


chological afflictions related to de- 
pression. The eating-vomiting cycle 
allows stomach acid to attack the 
teeth, destroying their protective 


enamel. The enamel cannot be restored 
once it is lost. 


(USA Today) 


if they tolerate sex harassment in 
their fields of employment, will be 
penalized for that," says NOW. — 
More than 50 employers and business 
organizations in Oregon joined in 
filing briefs in support of Sears. 


They argued that a ruling against 
Sears could lead to an immense 


potentia iability for businesses. 
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PSYCHOLOGISTS ESTABLISH NEW 
GAY/LESBIAN DIVISION 


00066000 OS SSOP POM EO STOO ORTHO EH ESEOOEOEESOOEE SES ESERGTAAETSHSSEHEOSESEHSEOTONS 


The American Psychological Associ- 
ation (APA) has established a new 
interest-area division, the Society 
for the Psychological Study of Les- 
bian and Gay Issues, effective Jan- 
uary 1985. Approved by a two- 
thirds vote of APA's governing Coun- 
cil of Representatives in August, the 
new division marks continued recogni- 
tion by psychologists of the import- 
ance of research about lesbian and 
gay issues, and of the need to pro- 
vide better and more appropriate 
mental health services to gay and 
lesbian clients. 

In past years, APA has passed poli- 
cy resolutions supporting gay and 
lesbian civil rights and the declass- 
ification of homosexuality as a men- 
tal illness. Almost ten years ago, 
the Association urged the enactment 
of gay civil rights laws at the lo- 
cal, state and federal levels, and 
condemned public and private discrim- 
ination. in such areas as employment, 
housing, child custody, public ac- 
comodation, and licensing. The 
60,000-member Association has called 
for all mental health professionals 
to take the lead in removing the 
stigma of mental illness that has 
long been associated with homosexu- 

: ality. APA has also been the only 

* professional association to continu- 
* ously fund a Committee on Gay Con- 

¢ cerns, which has been a regular part 
* of the APA governance structure for 

: the past five years. In addition, 

: the Association has filed amicus 

: briefs in important civil rights 

: cases before the Supreme Court invol- 
« ving gay defendants and plaintiffs. 

¢ With the establishment of the new 

: division, APA will be able to broaden 
3 the psychological focus on issues of 
: importance to the lesbian and gay 

3 community. 

: The new division puts the study of 
: gay and lesbian issues on par with 

: other areas of psychological activity 
* such as sucaeton al; clinical, and 

> experimental psychology and - 
; chological study of social teen 
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PLANNED PARENTHOOD WINS LAWSUIT 


The Planned Parenthood Federation 
of America and PPLM have successfully 
challenged the antiabortion group, 
Problem Pregnancy, Inc. of Worcester, 
from using the logo "PP." 

It was ruled that the intent of 
Problem Pregnancy in utilizing the 
initials "PP" on the door of its of- 
fice located down'the corridor from 
the PPLM Clinic, was to confuse women 
into entering the "PP” office in or- 
der to give "PP's" counselors an op- 
portunity to persuade these women 
not to have abortions. 

After hearing the testimony of PPLM 
clients who were confused by the sign 
and entered the "PP" office, Judge 
Tuttle ordered Problem Pregnancy to 
remove the letters "PP" from its door. 
Tuttle ruled that Problem Pregnancy's 
use of the "PP" initials was an in- 
tentional infringement of Planned 
Parenthood Ferderation's registered 
service mark and was “an unfair and 
deceptive act and practice" in viola- 
tion of Massachusetts law. 

(PPLM Report-Sept 84) 


Send in your newsbriefs, 


articles, calendar items, book 


reviews, etc. 


Deadline: the 15th of the month preceeding 


Our next issue will be out Feb. 1, 1985. 
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Some Good News for a Change 


San Francisco psychologist Stephen 
Morin, Ph.D., was elected president 
of the new division. He noted that 
about half of the division's 500 ini- 
tial members are gay or lesbian, 
while the remainder are not them- 
selves gay but are specialists work- 
ing on lesbian and gay concerns. 


SENATE APPROVES ADDITIONAL $30 
MILLION IN AIDS FUNDING 


The United States Senate passed 
Senator Alan Cranston's (D-CA) amend- 
ment to the 1985 Health and Human 
Services appropriations bill that 
adds some $14.6 million to the admin- 
istration's $55 million allocation 
for AIDS research. 

The amendment provides an additional 
$11.2 million for the Centers for 
Disease Control, $2.6 million for the 
National Institute for Allergy and 
Infectious Disease and $822,000 for 
the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental 
Health Administration. The measure 
now goes to Conference Committee. 

The Gay Rights National Lobby is 
working with the Conference Committee 
to ensure that the $14.2 million re- 
mains intact. 

Newly appointed Gay Rights National 


* Lobby Executive Director Nancy Roth 


noted that GRRL is also working to 
garner support for an additional $8.5 
million earmarked for the Federal 
Drug Administration and to be used to 
support AIDS research and ‘research 
facilities. 

The $14.2 million is supplemented 
with assurances from. Senator Lowel] 
Weiker (R-Conn) Chair of the Appro- 
Priations subcommittee on HHS that . 
the National Institutes Health will 
use an extra $15.4 million of its fis- 
cal 1985 money for AIDS research. 

This assurance brings AIDS funding 
to $30. miilion above the administra- 
tions request, and slightly short of 
the $35.8 million increase outlined 
by Assistant Secretary for Health, 

Dr. Edward Brandt. 
(Gay Rights National Lobby Report) 
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Myths and Stereotypes: 


by Barbara Hart 


Lesbian Caucus participants at the 
1978 meeting of the National Coali- 
tion Against Domestic Violence agreed 
that discussion, confrontation, and 
victim support should occur within 
the lesbian cosmunity initially in 
regards to lesbian violence. With 
rare exceptions, this has not hap- 
pened. There are many compelling 
reasons for avoiding discussion of 
lesbian violence and of advocacy for 
victims. One reason is that many 
lesbians are working in isolation in 
the battered women's movement as the 
only lesbian in a shelter program/ 


hotline/coalition, Most tesbtans 
working in the movement are not "out" 
in their programs due to the risks 

to themselves and their programs of 
homophobic attacks. Thus, discussion 
is ofttimes unavailable in a safe 
lesbian atmosphere. Most workers in 
the movement fear that if their 
boards or the community would dis- 
cover that services were being offer- 
ed to lesbians, funding and community 
Support would immediately stop. 

All feminists have firmly embraced 
the belief that physical violence 
does not happen within the women's 
movement even though we somewhat re- 
luctantly admit that verbal and emo- 


tional violence have occurred. Many 
lesbians do not believe that the pro- 
blem of violence among lesbians is 
serious or that it is at all analo- 
gous to male violence in intimate re- 
lationships. No one has clearly ex- 
Plained the reasons for violence by 
lesbians in intimate relationships, 
and there is a belief that somehow 
lesbian violence has to happen for 
different reasons than male violence. 
The Lesbian Task Force of NCADV 

offers this discussion paper with the 
hopes that it will stimulate conver- 
sation among women-identified-women 
about lesbian violence with the hope 
that we will have achieved some clar- 


Battered Lesbians 


i ut this issue within the next 
Sag that we can effectively con- 
front this violence and offer meaning- 
ful support to lesbians who are bat- 
tered. The format of this discussion 
paper may lead the reader to believe 
that the writer has reached finality 
about the conclusions suggested. This 


t true. : 
She format was selected as it helps 


set up the contradictions and may fa- 
cilitate discussion. The reader iS 
asked to use this tool in a manner 
which seems most meaningful. 


MYTH 


Lesbian violence is primarily found 
where lesbians practice butch/femme 
roles, 


REALITY 


Lesbian violence occurs in feminist, 
radical/feminist, traditional and 
role-typed communities. 


MYTH 


Since women are likely to be more 
equal in size, the damage inflicted 
by the lesbian abuser is typically 
less than that inflicted by the 
Male abuser, 


In heterosexual relationships, the 
size of the male abuser relative to 
the victim is not determinative of 
the amount of damage sustained by his 
violence. Similarly, size is no pre- 
dictor of physical damage in lesbian 
relationships. As likely as not in a 
lesbian relationship where there is 
violence, the abuser may be the smal- 


ler, less physically endowed person. 
MYTH 


Lesbians are more likely to equally 
participate in the violence than are 
heterosexuals. In situations of 
heterosexual violence, it is clear 

who is the abuser and who is the vic- 
tim, whereas it is not true in lesbian 
relationships as both people are equal- 
ly violent. 


REALITY 


Although it may be true that lesbian 
victims are more likely to attempt 

to defend themselves against their 
abuser, this does not mean that the 
victim is an equal or substantial 
participant in the violence. The 
risk of self-defense may be smaller 
to the person whose abuser is some- 
what similar in size. Therefore, 

the victim may feel there are fewer 
risks in taking action to stop the 
violence than when the abuser is much 
larger and much stronger. Actions 
taken in self-defense, although vio- 
lent, cannot be identified as abusive. 


——— se 


MYTH 


Lesbian victims are as likely to 
identify themselves as victims as 
are heterosexual women. 


REALITY ae 


Denial by lesbian victims .may be even 
greater than denial by heterosexual 
victims. This may occur for a number 
of reasons: a. The lesbian victim 
may have taken violent self-defensive 
action and thus believes that she is 
an equal participant, i.e. equally 
blameworthy. b.There is a strong cul- 
tural belief that women are not vio- 
lent, are able to work out their emo- 
tions verbally and that aggressive be- 
havior is exclusively a male peroga- 
tive. c.The only violent lesbians are 
those who hang out in bars or are into 
playing butch, 

sat bes = 
MYTH 


If we acknow]edge that there is vio- 
lence in relationships between women, 
it destroys our dream of a peaceful, 
loving women's community and makes 
the struggle for a feminist alterna- 
tive meaningless. 


REALITY 


Violence between women was certainly 
not one of the things we thought we 

would have to confront in struggling 
to achieve a utopian women's conmuni- 
ty or egalitarian, non-sexist commun- 
ity. However, denial of reality will 
not enhance achievement of the dream. 


MYTH 


The reasons that women are violent 
have to be different than the rea- 
sons that men are violent. Therefore, 
Our analysis about why men are vio- 
lent to women and why women are vio- 
lent to women must differ. 


REALITY 

The only reason for violent behavior 
is the actor's attempt to achieve, 
demonstrate, or assert control and 
dominance over the other person. Vio- 
lence is used as a mechanism of con- 
trol primarily in intimate relation- 
Ships in this culture. One could ; 
posit that where intimate relationships 
are hierarchical and where the parties 
fee] a sense of ownership of the — 
other person(s) in the relationship, 
and when people live in a violent cul- 
ture which teaches the effectiveness 
of violence, a culture such as our 
own, then violence will be routinely 
utilized as a mechanism to gain con- 
trol over other persons in intimate 
relationships except when the risks 
or consequences are too high to the 
potential abuser, or the potential ac- 
tor has strong moral or religious be- 
liefs which will not condone violence. 
It is true that the typical hierarchy 
of power in intimate. relationships in 
this culture is one in which men have 
power, privilege, and prestige in 
quantities far greater than women. 
However, this hierarchy based on power, 
privilege and prestige is not exctu- 
sive to male-female relationships and 
is apparent in female-female relation- 
ships whether women are lesbian or 
straight. 


Se OO 


MYTH a 
The acts of violence precip!— 
tated by men are different than 
the acts of violence by women. 


REALITY 


It may be true that women less often 
use guns when acting in violence 
against other women. However, it seems 
that this is only a reflection of the 
fact that fewer women own or have ac- 
cess to guns. Those women who own or 
have access to guns are as likely to 
use these against women as are men. 

It may be true that men are more likely 
to use degrading sexual language and 
violent sexual acts than women against 
their lovers. The limited research 

on sexual violence in this culture, 
particularly that which deals with 
violence against children, suggests 
that men are much more likely to be 
sexually abusive. Approximately 1/2 
of the lesbian victims who have talked 
with the writer have acknowledged that 
sexual abuse occurred as part of the 
acts of violence.- Until? we have more 
information, we have no reason to 
believe that, except as above, lesbian 
acts of violence are different than 
male acts of violence. 

> So 


MYTH 


Lesbian abusers are more susceptible 
to rehabilitation or the cessation 
of violence than are men abusers, 


REALITY 


One can only believe this if one be- 
lieves that genetics are primarily 
determinative. Perhaps in time we 
will see that intervention with les- 
bian abusers is more effective than 
intervention with male abusers, but 
until we have substantial experience 
showing this to be the case, we do a 
disservice to lesbian victims by sug- 
gesting there may be more hope for 
change or implying that hanging-in- 
there may be worthwhile. 


MYTH : 

The lesbian victim is likely to be 
less economically dependent upon 

the abuser than is the heterosexual 
victim. 

REALITY 

There may be some truth to this. Les- 
bians who "came out" in adolescence or 
who have been out for many years may 
very well have had a settled sense of 
their need to be economically self- 
supporting and, as a consequence, may 
have more work experience, seniority, 
and credentials than their hetero- 
sexual counterparts. Similarly, they 
may not have any children. However, 
ne ae that in households where both 
females work, the income of both is 
usually essential to meet the require- 
ments of the household. It is more 
likely in a heterosexual household 
that the male will have a substanti- 
ally greater earning capacity so that 


the financial well-being of the house- 
hold is primarily met by his econ- 
omic contributions, Therefore, 

both heterosexual and lesbian victims 
are not able economically, on the 


whole, to support themselves and 
their dependents without assist- 
ance. 


—3—______s—_____—_a———- 
MYTH 


It is no more difficult for a les- 
bian recipient of violence to ac- 
knowledge the violence and seek 
help than it is for a heterosexual 
victim, 

REALITY 


For all the same reasons that it is 
hard for heterosexual women to recog- 
nize their own victimization and ask 
for help, it is equally difficult for 
the lesbian victim. However, the 
lesbian victim now faces these addi- 
tional problems: a. There is no 
well-accepted awareness of the exist- 
ence of lesbian violence. Lesbian 
Victims are perhaps in the same posi- 
tion that heterosexual victims were 
in about 8 years ago. ob. The risks 
of telling one's family are much 
greater for the lesbian victim for 
she may not have been out to her 
family previously, but even if she 
had been, some of the responses of 
her family will most likely be to 
suggest that the violence was the 
reward for her sexuality or that if 
she changed and became straight, the- 
violence would disappear. oc. The 
lesbian community is very fearful to 
acknowledge the violence in lesbian 
relationships because of the poten- 
tial homophobic attacks which may 
occur against all lesbians when this 
information is generally disclosed 

to the public. d. The risk to the 
abuser and the victim of exposure of 
their sexual preference may be much 
greater than the relief provided by 
the assistance the victim may dis- 
cover from seeking help from the bat- 
tered women's movement, e. The les- 
bian victim may fear that the battered 


women's movement wil) not provide her ° 


With assistance because of her sexual 
preference. Historically, lesbians 
have found that battered women's pro- 
rams are either reluctant or refuse 
assistance to lesbians. This victim 
may not know this in fact, but her 
experience in the straight world 
would lead her to reasonably believe 
this might be the case in the bat- 
tered women's community. f. Many 
lesbian victims who have acknowledged 
the violence in their lives, even 
very discretely within the lesbian 
community, have discovered that they 
have been isolated and rejected by | 
the comnunity because the community 
Telt that their acknowledgement was 
Sour grapes/revenge because the 
community fears that public acknow- 
Tedgement of the violence would re- 
sult in homophobic attacks on the 


entire community, because the commun- 
ity was also intimidated by the 
abuser or because the community was 
embarrassed about its own reluct- 
ance/unwillingness to take a stand 
against violence agong women. 


MYTH 


Survivors of lesbian violence have 
needs that are different than the 

survivors of heterosexual violence. 
Therefore, lesbians should be shel- 
tered separate from straight women. 


REALITY : 
Perhaps the lesbians who are surviv- 
ors of violence have some needs that 
are different than the needs of 
Straight women survivors. The op- 
pression of gay people in this cul- 
ture is real. The lesbian dealing 
with the violence in her life cannot 
escape also dealing with the violence 
of gay oppression. Sheltering the 
lesbian victim separate from other 
women endorses the homophobic cul- 
ture and adds oppression to the vio- 
lence the battered lesbian is exper- 
jencing. The situation of the les- 
bian survivor surely is different 
from that of the heterosexual sur- 
vivor, but the differences are fewer 
than the similarities. 


MYTH 
Lesbians are the best advocates for 
lesbian victims. 


REALITY 

This may not be the case. Lesbians 
who are staff, board or volunteers 

May not be. able to accept the risks 
involved with being open with lesbian 
victims. Surely, as shelters become 
Places where lesbian victims can feel 
welcome, lesbian advocates can begin 
to feel that there is less risk in 
open support of other lesbians. It 
should not be assumed that because an 
advocate is a lesbian that she under- 
stands or is familiar with lesbian 
violence or can effectively advocate 
for the lesbian victim. All workers 
in the shelter movement need education 
about lesbian violence and need to 
explore methods for effective and re- 
spectful support of lesbian victims. 


This paper was written by Barbara 
Hart and is an expression of her 
vievis. There was not time nor oppor- 
tunity for the LTF of NCADV to review 
this discussion paper before it went 
to print. Both Barbara and the Task 
Force recognize that the discussion 
of lesbian violence is only beginning. 
We invite everyone to participate in 
the exploration of this issue. We 
have a long way to go until we reach 
clarity and certainty about this sub- 
ject. We truly believe that the more 
input the better the quality of our 
thinking. Responses should be sent 
to Barbara Hart, 524 McKnight St., 
Reading PA 19601. 


Please be sure to get a 
copy of February's Val- 
leyWomen’s Voice, which 
will carry a complete 
survey on Lesbian bat- 
tering. It is imperative 
that the Lesbian Nation 
respond to this survey. 
Our survival depends on 
understanding our 
problems. 


Women Who Resist: 


What is it? 

Women Who Resist: The Self- 
Defense Success Story Project aims 
to give women who have defended them- 
selves a chance to tel] their stor- 
ies. We are seeking first-person, 
written or oral accounts by women 
who have successfully resisted a 
verbal or physical attack. These 
accounts will be published in an 
anthology form in 1985, 

The Success Story Project is a 
special two-year project of Santa 
Cruz Women Against Rape. The pro- 
ject is reaching out to women alt 
Over the United States with a focus 
in California, where the project is 
based. 


Who is it for? 

The Success Story Project is for 
every woman who has ever been afraid 
to walk down a street alone; for 
every woman who has defended herself 
and never told anyone. It's for 
anyone who thinks women who defend 
themselves don’t survive to tell 
the story. 

The Success Story Project is for 
all of us. Every woman alive today 
knows the fear of rape; few of us 
get to hear about women who have 
resisted assault. 

In particular, the project is 
geared to empower women who have 
been assaulted. Too often, these 
women blame themselves. Even if 
they used self-defense, they some- 
times think what they did just was 
not good enough. 

We want to make this project repre- 
sentative of and responsive to as 
many kinds of women as possible - 
women of all ages, races, physical 
ability, sexual preference and class 
background. For this reason, we 
are focusing outreach on women who 
typically are ignored: 
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247 MAIN ST., NORTHAMPTON, 986-4235 


THERAPEUTIC 


MASSAGE 


by 


EMMA 
AISSOURI 


CERTITIED ALAS SACE THERAPIST 


DSA =AOOA 


Pregnant? Considering 
Abortion? 


BROADSIDE Bookswar 


*Women of color 

*Seniors 

*Girls 

*Physically challenged women 
*Working class/low income women 
*Lesbians 


What_if the woman was raped? 
That woman is a survivor. Some- 


how, she used a combination of her 
wits, her body, her voice to get 
through that situation. Women who 
have been assaulted often don't 
inmediately realize the active 
things they did to escape or avoid 
being hurt more badly than they 
were. Successful self-defense means 
any strategy or combination of stra- 
tegies that work to get a woman out 
of a dangerous situation. Success 
Means survival. 


How you can get involved: 


*If you have a story to tell, just 
sit down and write. You don't have 
to define yourself as a "writer" to 
write. Don't censor yourself. We 
are interested in all the details, 
and not just the moment of the at- 
tack/defense. Talk about how you 
felt, what you may have sensed’ before 
the event, what you thought or felt 
or did afterwards. Women often have 
a keep awareness before dangerous 
situations. The Success Story Pro- 
ject wants to root out these percep- 
tions and give them the credit they 
deserve in assault prevention. These 
intuitions are as large a part of 
self-defense as any physical action. 


Jetty E. Gorfine 


feminist, lesbian, 
&bisexval therapy 


individual , couple, group, supervision 


office home. 
253-2822. 253-5637 


ot ome A 


Bookshop 


— Ss 
SaeLS—>S=> 


PAGE 5 


The Women’s Self-Defense 


Success Story Project 


* Send your typed, double-spaced 
manuscript to: 
The Success Story Project 
P.O. Box 7320 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
or call: 
(408)427-0176/429-1074 


* If you are unable to write, con- 
tact us. We will consider inter- 
viewing you or receiveing your story 
on tape. 


62 Federal Street 
Greenfield, Mass. 01301 
CALL FOR A 
FREE CONSULTATION 
774-3348 


| ALLL LLL 


GOOD NEW & USED BOOKS IN THE 


HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 
27 North Pleasant St., Amherst U.S.A. 


253-3044 


iy LLM MMMM Nhl hdddihhildddldiddiddddlfdldlilldddddlddé: 
S 

CHIROPRACTOR 

) Dr. Lloyd J. Lachow 


* Although we can't guarantee that 
your story will appear in the antho- 
logy, we can assure you that the 
story will be used in some way in 

the project: as part of a public 
event, or in a pamphlet used by self- 
defense teachers. Please let us know 
if you are willing to participate in 
the project in other ways. 


Reprinted from the Success Story 
Project brochure: Women Who Resist. 


AVAILABLE IN RED 
AND WHITE OR BLUE AND 
WHITE. 


ON SALE AT THE 
VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
‘OFFICE IN THE EVERY- 
WOMAN'S CENTER, WILDER 


AND OVER 250 DIFFERENT 


CALENDARS FOR 1985 HALL ON UMASS CAMPUS, 


ON WEDNESDAYS FROM 3 ~ 
6 PM FOR 75¢. 


offers confidential counsel 
ling and assistance for 1st 


and 2nd trimester abortions. BOOKS CARDS GIFTS 
te RECORDS & TAPESk BY MAIL, PLEASE 
POSTERS STATIONERY SEND $1.00 TO COVER 


&k CRYSTALS & JEWELRY*& 


Hampden GYN Associates 


ICE CREAM'EMPoRIUMS | THE COST OF POSTAGE. 


¢ NORTHAMPTON e 


across from Academy of Music 


110 Maple St, Spfid. 
732-1620 


Open until 9 pm. Weeknights SUPPORT YOUR WOMEN’S 


Serving women 


Mon- Fri 9-5 i 
| 


; Sundays 12-5 NEWSPAPER: WE HAVE A 
in New England since 1973 * I oRNes MARKET 150 MAIN ST. AMHERST bottwood walk VOICE! 
Mass. Medicaid Acc NORTHAMPTON 586-6304 
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Central America Chrisimas 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 


“Organize a fundraising/educational event in your school, nefghborhood, church or other 
group. Ecucational resources are avallable through the AFSC. Funds collected might be 
used to purchase Supplies or contributed to a fund (a) for the purchase of redical sup- 


plies by the AFSC at a minical cost; (b) to cover the cost of shipment and adainistra- 
tion of the cezpaign. 


H Compiled by the Venceremos Brigade 


AResources: Women in Cuba by ~ 
Margaret PTT Federalation 


of Cuban Woman Thesis Three 


*Organize a drive for Specific itens (see list below). 


*Check comunity resources for donations, e.g., local businesses, drug stores & businesses. - 
A past of Oppression and Servi- 
tude. Prior to the triumph of the 
Cuban revolution, the daily pano~ 
rama for most of the population of 
women in Cuba was hunger, ignorance, 
ill health, dependence, poverty and 
despair. Without the possiblity to 
study or work, without security for 


*Make a tax-deductable contribution to AFSC-"Central America Christmas". Send to 2161 
Massachusetts Ave. varbridge 40 


ITEMS NEEQED 
MEDICEL SUPELIES 
Thercoreters 
Srall stoves; electric or gas hotplates 
for oral rehydration units; spoons, cups, 


SCHOOL _SUPPLIES/TOYS 


Cars, trucks, sturdy wheeled toys 
Stuffed toys 

Blocks and “Lego-type” sets 
Building toys 


baby bottles for the units 
Surgery equipzent of all kinds 


Suture for general use and especially for Pull toys their children's future. 
opthalcology; 0, 09, 000 chromic for Tricycles, “Big Wheels” < = 
skin closure Wagons The triumph of the Cuban Revolu 


Glaves (disposable and non-disposable) Balls 

Urine catheter and Golostocy bags Puzzles 

Throat exan lights Dolls, doll houses, house equipment 
Weight scales, esp. for pediatrics Paints, pencils, crayons, colored 
Syringes, glass disposable 4& lge. plastic markers 


tion on January 1, 1959 brought with 
it the dawning of conditions to move 
forward. Each new Taw enacted, each 
solution to the vrgent social and 


eacaleas : ED fulers economic problems confronted by the 
quipaent for making Pap smears rasers 5 z 
Usbilieal cord clamps, suction couthpfeces, Kotebooks country became a direct benefit for 


tourniquets Chalk (white and colored 

Bload drawing equipzent Paper for drawing 
Hicro-drip Iv/Catheter type IVs {used micro-drip OK) Sporting equipment: baseballs, bats, 
Silastic chest tubes (used OX) mitts, soccer balls, volleyballs, 
Equipment for pleural taps and biopsy badminton, tennis balls, etc. 
Stethoscopes and BP cuffs: adult and ped. 
Metal trays for sterilizing instruments TH 
Band-aids, bandages and medical tape in Clothes, Books, Word games, War toys, 

large quantities Battery-operated toys, Broken toys 
Kedical books 


the workers, the humble families, the 
children, the poor farmers, and all 
the women in the country. All the 
people received the benefits of the 
Nationalization of Education, the 
Socialization of Medicine, the crea- 
tion of health programs, the construc- 
tion of housing; the Agrarian and Ur- 
ban Reform laws; the Family Code; the 
Maternity laws; the Social Security 
laws, all measures adopted to bring 
social and economic change benefitted 
the people of Cuba. 

Having actively participated in 
and won the right to independence 
and self determination as a Nation, 
Cuban women embarked upon new phases 
of the struggle towards the complete 
and total integration of women in 
Cuban society. In response to the 
apparent need to unify all women's 
groups into a single organization 


All items should be carefully packed. Kindly tape on the outside of each package an en- 
velope containing a PACKING LIST showing contents. 


PARTE HRS Eeuer ane ime bormn cre ie aun aR eSIay ne Thurscny tron Toms 


til 4PM or call 876-5312. Deadline for receiving packages is JANUARY 1,1985. 


The Central America Christmas 
Campaign grows out of a coneern on 
the part of the American Friends 
Service Committee and the Massachu- 
setts Witness for Peace for the 
welfare of the people of Nicaragua 
and the refugeea in Honduras for 
whom Itfe becomes increasingly dif- 
ficult as war and repression in the 
region intensify. We extend an in- 
vttation to all who share our con- 
cern to aid in the collection of 
medical supplies, school supplies 
and toys whitch will be shipped to 
Ntearagua and Honduras in mid-Jan- 


by Ila O'Brien 


The following impressions were taken 
from a writing workshop which was held 
at Hampshfre College on November 14th. 
Valerie Miner and Andrea Lowenstein 
were the facilitators. 

Valerie Miner is a very successful 
writer. She has written 
four books (Bloodsisters, Movement, 
Murder in the English Department, 
and Winter's Edge) and co-written 
two (Tales I Tell My Mother and 
Her Own Woman). She is a feminist 
and an activist-- a writer with a 
purpose, which she describes as em- 
powering readers to make decisions 
about their lives. "I want to pre- 
sent the contradictions in feminism 
as well as think about how we can 
make this the best world for our- 
selves." She wants to bring forth 
another image of the writer besides 
the stereotypical artist who suffers 
in silence and do away with the no- 
tion that there is a separation 
between the audience and writer. 

"We are readers and writers in the 
feminist community. I look out and 
see an imaginative collectivety of 
feminist readers, writers, pub- 
lishers, etc. Separation serves 
somebody. Have you ever considered 
why writers don't earn a wage but 
get “royalties"? The reality for 
most writers is that they can't live 
off their royalties. They work at 
other things besides their writing 
to make a living." 

Miner began her writing career as 
a journalist. She holds several 
degrees in writing and journalism, 
Her family did not encourage her as 
ya writer at first because of its 
impracticalities as a profession, 
but they now support her whole-heart- 
jedly. Her father was in the mer- 
chant marines, so although she was 
born in New York City in 1947, she 
has traveled extensively. Her mother 
isa waitress in an all-night coffee 
a oe shop in San Francisco. Valerie's 


Supplies will be 
collected through December 22 at the 
AFSC office: Three Langworthy Road, 
Northampton, and at the Camara Center 
First Congregational Church in Amherst. 
For additional information and a com- 
plete list of items needed, call AFSC 
in Northampton at 584-8975. 


Good Advice, Honest Price Our 8th Year 


Crescendo Productions presents: 


CASSELBERRY — DUPREE 
w/TOSHI REAGON & THE AGITONES 
8 p.m., Sat., Dec. 8 - Calvin Theater, Northampton, MA 


Forinto: Hate base is San Francisco as well. 
z 1S unpretentious, honest, 
(41395842657 and grounded in the political aspects 
P.O. Box 833 of being a lesbian and a feminist 


writer today. 
ticipated in a 
the Writer's Un 


She recently par- 

panel discussion at 

: union Conference 

2 Censorship which was held in Wen 

i York City. She is currently working 
on another novel--her fifth. To 


writers she Wry 
eoiee.s Says, "Write to your own 


Nhmpmn, Mz 01061 


6 Susan Freundlich 


Sign language artist 
Hall not totally wheelchair accessible 


Women in Cuba 


Miner and Lowensiein Speak 


by Loti Reyes Ocasio and Alejandra Melendez 


whose objectives would be to strength- 
en and advance the revolution while 
at the same time making women con- 
scious of the important role they 
were to play in the Nation's new path, 
a role that would be on an equal foot- 
jing with men, the federation of Cuban 
Women was founded on August 23, 1960. 
Their objectives can be summed up in 
six major points: 1. To raise the 
self esteem and image of women in so- 
ciety, 2. To make women conscious of 
the value and necessity of their part- 
icipation in all facets of society, 3. 
To raise women's ideological, politi- 
cal and cultural level in order that 
women be in the best possible position 


to play the role women must in the 
construction of a socialist society, 
4. To channel from the grassroots wo- 
men's opinions, ideas, and problems 
in order that they may be presented 
to the party and state agencies for 
solutions. In some cases these solu- 
tions will be material, in others they 
will be legal, in still others politi- 
cal or ideological, 5. To offer the 
revolution the energies and ideas of 
50% of the population which is female, 
6. To share experiences with sister 
Nations and to demonstrate that only 
through socialist revolution may a 
just society be attained, a classless 
society in which women are truly free. 
In summary, the goal of Cuban women 
has never been to achieve better things 
for women alone, leaving other sectors 
to struggle for themselves. Their most 
important contribution has been the full 
support they have given to the revolu- 
tionary process to achieve a solid 
unity of all the people. The benefits 
of the Cuban Revolution are for all. 


Andrea Freud Lowenstein has a won- { 

derful face: Olive skin, thick lips, 

dark, deep brown eyes and curly / 
chestnut colored hafr. Wer face 

expresses the depth of her concern. 
Her book, This Place, reflects the 
years she spent with women inmates. 
The book is about four women, two 
of whom are lesbians, in a women's 
prison. “A women's prison is like 
no other place in the society be- 
cause it is a place in which you 
can assume a lesbian community,” 
said Lowenstein. 

On writing, Lowenstein said that 
she thought there must be a cer- 
tain amount of aloneness that the 
writer must face. "You exist in 
a context, yes, but there is a way 
that you have to become alone to 
write." She works from the par- 
ticular to the abstract. "I rarely 
start with a belief but rather with 
an image. I look to be swallowed 
into somebody else's world when I 
write. 1 become my characters. 

I come out of it and I've become 
the person I'm reading about. I 
take a really deep journey to write 
particular characters. In this way 
writing is a senswous process for 
me." 


Lowenstein is a Jewish woman with 
parents who narrowly escaped being 
executed by Nazis in World War II. 
She feels that her identity as a Jew 
throughout her life has given her 
an affinity with oppressed people 
and a sense of the precariousness 
of freedom. 

She was always encouraged to 
write. "My mother especially taught 
me to love literature. She would 
read to me every night and we would 
Memorize poems in English and French 
together. She opened up the beauty 
of literature to me." Her mother 
1s a professor of human development 
who also writes. 

What does she like best about 
being a writer? “When inspiration 
hits. When I feel that something 


is being given to me and I'm there 
to catch it." 


The best advice she can give to 
writers is, "Give yourself permission. 
Don't listen to what anyone tells 
you. Write about what you need to. 
Don't be a writer unless you love 
doing it. You have to love doing it.’ 


Bride 


_ from The Boston Globe 
Bride Burning Increasing In India 


In Delhi, young women are set afla 
or driven to self-imnolation by car 
inlaws at a rate of as many one every 
Gay. And these burnings most often oc- 
cur simply because the bride's families 
have failed to provide the in-laws with 
acceptably large dowries of refrigera- 
tors, motorbikes, and other highly cov- 
eted luxuries, which are usually too 
costly to purchase in India's underde- 
veloped economy. 

"The in-laws know that if they burn 
the girl or harass her until she com- 
mits suicide, then they can get a new 
bride and a new dowry." said Rajni 
Paraiwala of India's Democratic Women's 
Assn., one of several organizations 
fighting for stronger legislation to 
counter the increasingly common burn- 
ings. 

The Indian Parliament is under strong 
Pressure to consider several bills that 
would crack down on murderous in-laws 
as well as anyone providing or receiv- 
ing dowry - a tradition, which, while 
outlawed in 1961, is still practiced 
by an estimated 90% of middle-class 
families. 

In India, where arranged marriages 
continue to outnumber "love marriages” 
wedlock has been a means of social gain 
for centuries. But it is only in the 
last decade that dowry deaths have be- 
come common, spreading throughout the 
economic classes,religions and regions 
of the country. 

Bride burning, however, remains prim- 
arily concentrated in lower-middle- 
class urban families. At this time of 
rising prices and slow economic growth 
exorbitant dowry demands become a means 
for these families to achieve the West- 
ern lifestyle, which they see around 
them in the city but which is largely 
beyond their income. 

Dowry is also often the compensation 
sought by parents for financing their 
son's education, It is unspoken know- 
ledge that the payment for marrying a 
member of India's elite civil service 
is money and gifts worth about $20,000, 
and for a medical school graduate, an 
amount worth $30,000 is required. 
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CHighlands “Inn 


P.O. Box 118V 
Valley View Lane 


Bethlehem, NH 03574 


(603) 869-3978 


VISIT A WINTER WONDERLAND 
In the heart of New Hampshire's White Mountains, the Highlands Inn has miles of 
X-country ski trails, ice skating, snowshoeing. Downhill skiing and sleigh rides 
nearby. Lovely rooms, private baths, fireplace. Great mid-week discounts. 
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Bodywork and 
Natural Healing 


SESSIONS FOR WOMEN 


INQUIRE: 
(413) 665-7577 


BOX 105 
SUNDERLAND, MA 01375 


Innkeepers: Judith Hall 


Gifts from Glass to Gold 
Expert Repairs ¢ Custom Designs 


Forge Your Fantasy into Reality 
silverscape designs 


GOLDSMITHS « GEM GALLERY 
264 N. PLEASANT ST, AMHERST 253-3324 


Burning: 


"The onslaught of the materialistic 
attitudes of the Western world is at 
the root of these things and of dowry 
deaths," said Pramila Dandavate, a 
Member of Parliament and a leading 
activist for women's rights. But she 
added,"This is also combined with our 
Own feudal belief in the inferiority 
Of women." 

The practice of dowry itself began 
among Indian royalty in the Middle 
Ages, when the bride's family began 
Compensating the in-laws for accepting 
her into their household. Society view- 
ed women as a burden because they 
Neither shared in the inheritance nor, 
it was believed, could they care for 
themselves. 

Today, Indian society continues to 
pressure a woman to forfeit her claim 
on inheritance, and thus, sociologists 
say, it is no surprise that the hus- 
band's family, with whom the wife al- 
most always comes to reside, still 
commonly requires compensation and 
treats her as a burden even after the 
Payment of dowry. 

The woman must often confront verbal 
harassment,such as repeated scolding 
for the inadequacy of the dowry or for 
failing to perform enough housework, 
as well] as be subject to physical a- 
buse. Faced with no other alternative 
to the harassment, suicide often be- 
comes the means of escape. 

Opponents of bride burning have been 
fighting government delays in adopting 
Measures that would decrease the dif- 
ficulty of obtaining a conviction in 
a burning case and would plug the leaks 
in the 1961 Anti-Dowry Act. Women's 
activists are quick to point out that 
there has only been one conviction un- 
der this law since it was passed. 

These activists have also called for 
a change in the inheritance laws to 
protect a daughter's share of the fam- 
ily wealth and for the imposition of 
the death penalty for those who commit 
dowry-related murders. 

However,what is most needed, Palriwala 
said, is to provide women with a vast- 
ly greater opportunity to earn their 
own income so they will no longer be 
viewed as a burden or be unable to 
flee the harassment of their in-laws. 
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Sales Woman 


Northampton, Mass. 01060 
Bus. Phones: 584-6207 - 536-4783 


“"Although we can curb some of its more 


brutal manifestations," Palriwali said, 
"we can't completely eliminate the dow- 
ry system until we eradicate the gen- 
eral oppression of women in society." 
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A Daily Reality 


Note from typist: This is a very 
simplistic, and therefore I believe 
inaccurate, analysis of the problem. 

I suggest interested people read 
MANUSHI - an Indian feminist magazine. 


Cl/202 Lajpat Nager 
410024 


india 


TRADITIONAL 
ACUPUNCTURE 


*A five thousand year-old system that 
| considers physical, emotional and social 

aspects of health and illness. 

*To learn more, feel welcome to call: 


MARGIE KOLCHIN, 
RAC. 


16 Center Street, Suite 223 
NORTHAMPTON 586-8146 


books, records, 
cards, posters, etc. 


Women's Studies © Men's Studies 
Social Change @ Appropriate Tech. 
Children © Health @ Food 
Agriculture ¢ Nuclear Threat 


Sign up for an 
internship 


membership 


MON.- SAT. 10-GPM 
Food For Theught Books 


67 N. Pleasant St. 
Amherst, Mass. 253-5432 
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Hard Days Not Holidays: 


RCKZAVG WINKI® MAMDELA- Fedical worker 
and political leader banned in South 
Africa, 

Fost of the last twenty years Nonzamo 
“Hinnie landela has either been impri- 
soned, or officially "banned" from 30- 
ciety though she has at no time been 
convicted of a serious political of- 
fense, Since 1977 she has teen forced 
to live i: a remote village 200 miles 
from her Johannesburg home. Under her 
banning order, most recently renewed 
in July 1983, she is forbidden to leave 
her home on weekends or after 6:30 pm 
on Week nights, Nothing she says or 
writes can be prblished or quoted in 
South Africa, and :she cannot meet more 
than one person at 2 time. 

Since 1958, when she was first ar~ 
rested for joining protests against 
pass laws, she has been detained many 
times for her opposition to the gov—= 
ernments apartheid policies or for 
defying her banning restrictions, In 
1969 she was twice tried and acquitted 
on political charges after 15 months 
detention, much of it spent in solit- 
ary confinement, 

She now lives in a small house with- 
out electricity or running water, From 
the house she runs a Soup kitchen and 
administers the town's first clinic 
and infant care facility. Her husband, 
African National Congress leader IMel- 
Son Mandela, is serving a life sent- 
ence imposed in 1964 under the Sabot— 
age and Suppression of Communism Acts. 
In the past 21 years, she has*been 
able to speak to him only through the 
partitions of prison visiting rooms. 


THE WOMAN'S IRISON - Tran 
In Evin prison, where 15,00 people 


are reportedly incarcerated, the child~ 


ren of many young women inmates are 
held in a special block called Zendan- 
e Zanan (Vioman's Prison). As one wit 
ness reported: 

"There are around 4) children,aged 
1 to 12. They are kept because they 
are an asset to the prison authorities 
for gaining confessions: when the mo- 
ther is lashed, the child is made to 
watch... Often the guards slap the 
children about at the same time...Any— 
one who has seen the terror of such 


children cannot easily forget it." 


INHUMAN TREATMENT 
"I suffered everything you would ex~ 
pect a woman to suffer when she is at-— 


tacked.,.I cannot bear to talk about it." 


-Karianela Garcia Villas, human rights 
activist killed in El Salvador 

Women around the world are being sil- 
enced. They are victims of intimidation, 
illegal arrest and detention, and tor- 
ture by governmental and para~governmen- 
tal agents. As women they are vulnerable 
to special exploitation and abuse, Mo- 
thers are abducted with their children, 
who are then threatened and in some 
cases tortured in front of them, tiom- 
en pregnant when detained may give 
birth in prison, then have their bab- 
ies taken to an unknown fate. Other 
women are subjected to sexual assault 
as a form of torture. 

For every silenced woman,we must 
speak out. Amnesty International has 
found that if enough people act, impr- 


isoned women can be protected and freed, 


The following cases are compiled from 
reports available to Amnesty Int, as 
of Gctober 1983, 


LU HSIU-LIEN 

Feminist human rights activist 
imprisoned in Taiwan. 

lu Hsiu-lien is widely considered to 
be an intellectual leader in Taiwan's 
women's movement, Author, attorney, and 
journalist, lu founded a publishing co~ 
mpany in the mid-seventies specializing 
in books on women's issues. In 1977 she 
wrote Cn New Feminism, and a year later 
her examination of Taiwanese politics, 
The Past and Fubure of Taiwan, was pub- 
lished. The government has banned all 
of her writing. She was a candidate for 
the National Assembly in 1978, as well 
as an officer in the independent candi- 
dates! Campaign Coalition, *hen the el- 
ections were postponed, many members cf 
tie coalition established Formosa, a pol- 
itical commentary magazine. 

Iu was arrested in 1979, following her 
delivery of a speech at a Human Rights 
Day demonstration, Nearly 200 demonstr- 
ators were detained. Arrested with her 
were 7 other staff members of Formosa. 
All eight were charged with attempting 
to"subvert the government" and sentenced 
to prison terms ranging from 12 years 
tec life. 

Iu has served 3 years of her 12 year 
sentence. She is sharing a cell with co- 
defendent Chen Chu; both are kept sepa- 
rate from other prisoners. Exercise is 
limited, and the food is poor. She is 
suffering from a thyroid condition which 
was untreated. 3he had difficulty breath- 
ing and occasionally vomited blood. After 
an international outcry, authorities per~ 
mitted a doctor to treat her. 

Her future remains uncertain. All her 
legal appeals have been rejected. She 
is forced to read material assigned by 
authorities and to write lengthy fav- 
orable reviews of the works. She is 
forbidden to use the words "peace" 
and "human rights", She has written: 

"T have encountered setbacks and 
difficulties. Although I once despair— 
ad, I alsu recovered fast. I believe 

that new feminism has sowed its seed 
in Taiwan; buds are beginning to appear, 
and I can almost see leaves coming 
forth," 


There is a women's 
hews service which 
has further information 
and coordinates letter 
writing campaigns. Ask 
for campaign information: 


ISIS 


Women's Internationa] 
‘Bulletin 

Case Postale 50 

(Cornavin) 

1211 Geneva 2 

SWITZERLAND 


Liberate 


:MONSTRATION TO PROTEST BRUTAL PRISON 


JNDITIONS FOR PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE FIGHTERS 


On Saturday, October 27, demonstra- 


tors from several cities joined ina 
nonviolent march outside the Federal 


Women's Prison in Alderson, West Vir- 
ginia to protest the brutal conditions 


facing Puerto Rican independence 
fighters there and at other prisons 
around the country. The day before, 
a delegation of civic and religious 
leaders met with U.S. Bureau of Pri- 
sons Director Norman Carlson in 
Washington to press their demands on 
this issue. 

Currently 25 supporters of Puerto 
Rican independence are in prisons 
throughout the country. Fourteen of 
these have declared themselves Pri- 
soners of War, and 11 state they are 
political prisoners. 

Demonstration organizers charge 
that many of these prisoners are 
being subjected to “inhuman condi- 
tions, including solitary confine- 
ment, denial of mail and visitation, 


and harassment by prison authorities.” 


Spokespersons said they chose the 
Alderson Prison to demonstrate at 
because "that is where two Prisoners 
of War, Haydee Torres and Lucy 
Rodriguez, are being held ina 


special behavior modification control 


unit. The first of its kind in the 
country and a model for future poli- 
tical prisoners, it is designed to 
cause psychological and physical 
breakdowns to weaken or destroy 
these patriots’ determination." 
Torres and Rodriguez are in solitary 


confinement 23 hours a day, they have 


Our 
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Sisters 


The 14 Prisoners of War have de- 
clared that they are part of Puerto 
Rico's armed clandestine movement for 
independence fighting inside the U.S., 
and thus are entitled to the pro- 
tections of the Geneva Convention. 
All are charged with “seditious 
conspiracy"--which they call “an 
impossible crime for a Puerto Rican 
to commit," since Puerto Rico is a 
separate nation, not part of the 
United States, which the U.S. colon- 
izes in violation of international 
law. Eleven are serving long sen- 
tences on this charge, and three 
are awaiting trial. Demonstration 
spokespeople charged that many of 
the other prisoners are political 
activists who have been interned 
without charges of any crime simply 
for refusing on principle to testi- 
fy before federal grand juries 
which they claim are mounting witch- 
hunts against the Puerto Rican 
Independence Movement. 

The demonstration was called by 
the National Committee to Free 
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War, a 
Puerto Rican pro-independence group, 
and the New Movement in Solidarity 
with Puerto Rican Independence and 
Socialism, a white North American 
solidarity group. Protesters came 
from New York, Boston, Chicago, 
Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia. 
Among those participating in the 
delegation to the Bureau of Prisons 
Director were representatives of 
the Episcopal Church, United Church 


tiny cells without windows, they are 
constantly surveilled by powerful 
microphones, and except for one hour 
daily with each other, their only 
permitted human contact is with 
guards. Organizers also express 
outrage at brutal treatment of Pri- 
soner of War Alejandrina Torres, held 


Woman to Woman 


Dear Sisters at the Valley Women's Voice: 


at Metropolitan Correctional Center 
in Chicago, who was strip-searched 
by male guards and severely beated 
twice this summer. A further demand 
of the demonstration was that the 11 
political prisoners, being held far 
from their families and supporters, 
be brought closer to home. 


of Christ and United Methodist 
Church. 


Press release from the National 
Committee to Free Puerto Rican 
Prisoners of War and the New Move- 
ment in Solidarity with Puerto 
Rican Independence and Socialism. 


LETTER FROM RAVEN DARKWING 


Greetings, Carol! 


Thanks for running the article 
about Raven. I received the issue 
with it in and I want to let you 
know I like your publication very 
much. 

I started Woman To Woman three 
years ago--I! do all the work on it; 
I have no staff. In Lake Charles, 

I do not know anyone in the Les- 

bian Community, which is well hid- 

den. We have no club here for wo- 
men either. I felt a paper was 
needed in Louisiana to permit sis- 
ters to communicate, and it has 
done that. I have received letters 
and pictures from Lesbians al] over 
the world--Brasil, France, England, 
Austria, Australia, Germany-- and 
from all over the USA. In communt- 
cating, I made another discovery-- 
women do not know where to turn 

for legal help. So, I started Women 
For Individual Rights, which acts as 
a resource to give Lesbians some- 
place to go to get information, ad- 
vice and help with all kinds of 
problems. WIR is successful too, as 
I have file upon file on Lesbians 
who have come to me, and whom I 

feel received information and help 
with their individual problems. Many 
women are in jails or prison--vic- 
tims of discrimination either be- 
cause they are women, or they are 
black or lesbian. Some of the cases 
I work on are so obviously discrim- 
inations that I do not see how the 
court system could pretend it was 
anything else. 

WIR operates free to women. I 
rely on donations (slim pickings) 
and promote the work from my own 
pocket mainly. I send books, sta- 
tionary, money, to inmates, and I 
provide books and reading material 
to three prison libraries. I write 
letters to Governors, Attorney Gener- 
als, civil rights groups, giving 
them details of cases and asking 
for their help. One successful case 
of how letters 00 help, is the re- 
lease of two women I've worked for: 


Lt. Joan Newak and Paula Three Stars. 
I use my paper and Woman to Woman to 
let my readers know what is going on 
in the world with other women and 
lesbian sisters. At this time, I 
have an active working fyje. for WIR 
for SIX cases: Raven Dafkwing is 
#1, as she is facing death. On Nov 
2, another woman is going to the 
death chair in North Caroling; I just 
heard a final report from Gov. Hunt 
that Velma Barfield will not be 
saved by him. It is terrible to 
lose a fight--the result is another 
murder-- "legal murder." 

I provide lists for Lesbians of 
places they can write or call for 
help on many subjects--from help in 
preventing abortion to where to go 
for help from abusive husbands/or 
Jesbian mates. I do not turn any- 
one away for any reason! And, I do 
not expect their whole life to be 
spread out to me before I help. I 
help those who need help. Period! 
No money, no Poee ee arguments-- 
just positive help! iy 
: This job is tough--don't think it 
isn't. Some people ask me why I 
bother. Well, I made a committment 
to a higher source three years ago-- 
and that was a lifetime one. I'm 
not in this to make money or to 
win friends/my entire reason for _ 
Woman to Woman and Women for Indivi- 
dual Rights is to provide informa- 
tion and help for sisters--and where 
they do not have to be afraid to talk 
to someone. Everything 1s confiden- 
tial; unless otherwise expected not 
to be--to provide news media coverage 
too. It is very difficult to get 
some lesbian papers to talk about — 
the lesbians in prisons/ well, it is 
not giving us a bad image. The bad 
image comes from our ignoring our 
sisters who need help. Everyone is 
capable of making a mistake--and ance 
you get tangled up with the Taw, 
You will find friends are scarce as 
hen's teeth. I try to be a friend. 


Sincerely, 


Linda Parks, Editor of Woman to Woman 


May the beauty of our Earth 

Mother be ever present with you. 
How have you beeh ? You are with 
me in spirit. During this time 

of my deepest trouble I really do 
need the love and concern of those 
who seek to see justice come about. 

I have been busy with my classes. 

My brief went into the courts 
last Monday. Please send letters to: 
Maryland Court of Appeals, 361 Rowe 
Blvd., Annapolis, Maryland 21401. 

Refer to Case # 5627 Doris Ann Foster. 
Ask the judges to closely examine the 
facts of the case, the attitude of the 
trial judge, and the judge's denial to 
remove himself from the bench. If you 
wish to help with support: Raven Dark- 
wing Support Fund, Sue Beckwith, P.O. 
Box 49252, Austin, Texas 78765. Please 
ask the courts to consider another tri- 
al, with a new location away from the 
prejudiced judge, etc., of Cecil County. 

If you wish you can send me stamps 
to help me get the letters out that I 
need to, asking others to help me in 
my struggles. Also you can send me 
money orders made out to me. This 
would enable me to buy the necessary 
supplies. If enough people show their 
Concern, I may get the new trial and a 
chance to prove my innocence... 

Thank you very much for all the time 
and thought that you have given to this 
Matter. I deeply appreciate your love 
and loyalty. Withoue your help I will 
not stand a chance. The reader of this 
letter could be the one who makes the 
difference in my going to the gas cham- 
ber, or my going home. 

If you wish to see the hand written 
confessions that the killer wrote and 
had notarized, or any other information, 
Please contact Linda Parks at Woman to 
Woman P.O. Box 6755, Drew Station, Lake 
Charles, LA 70606. 

I shall conclude now and get on with 
Other letters. Know that I love you 
very much. Walk tall and proud. 


Love, Raven 


' 
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I tend to think this whole thing 
started about a year ago, when I 
dreamt about women's bodies. Well, 
the rest of them was there too: 
brains, hain sweat, laughter. But 
I remember the bodies most of all. 
Their roundness and beauty frightened 
me so much that I asked my mother if 
it was wrong to have this dream. She 
said no, many girls go through a time 
of wanting to be only with other 
girls. These were women, I said, 
their bodies. Your time has gone on 
longer, she said. You're a late 
bloomer. Don't worry yet, my mother 
said. You're only sixteen. 

I didn't worry and I kept dreaming. 

I met Val a few months ago, and 
fell in love. She and I have been 
discussing our story: how we get a 
big kick out of what has happened 
to us, how we want to get it down 
on paper. I was elected to write it, 
which I'm doing now, because I do 

best in English class. I've 
got the right words for everything 
(just about). 

We want to tel] about joy, Val's 
and mine: Val kissing the back of 
my neck as I now sit at the type- 
writer; Val and I holding hands last 
night and planning our future. 

You have to sit and wait for me to 
finish, I tell Val now. Va) sits on 
the bed with her hands on her knees, 
looking for something more to happen. 
She and I are waiting to get on with 
things. Soon. 

Val and I met in Math class, which 
we both hate. We sat next to each 


other: Barton, Val and Batucci, Mary. 


We cut up, as Val says. Spit balls 
to the teacher's head, our pencil 
erasers to the ass of Jerome, Norm. 
(He sat in front of us.) Val would 
pass notes to me, speculating on the 
sex lives of other members of our 
class. (Val is obsessed with sex. 
Talk, perform, read about; she takes 
my breath away.) We would be in the 
back of the room, our chairs tipped 
back, Val snickering and making 
noises and passing notes. The teach- 
er Inevitably threw her out. As Val 


would be on her way out the 

door, I'd stand up and say some- 
thing like: “If she goes, I go 

too. This place is not good 

enough for either of us." Then I'd 
fling an imaginary scarf arouna my 
neck, very dramatically, and stalk 
out the door. I'd find Val in the 
hall, hooting away. We'd go to the 
neighborhood park and smoke a joint. 

And then love. Well, of course, 
this took some time. The weeks 
between meeting Val and our love 
coming around is still sweet in my 
beg We love on one long, long 

ine, 

So, Val and I would go to the 
park to smoke‘our joints. We'd 
chase the kids off the swings by 
running at them and screaming like 
big crows. Then we'd swing and 
smoke and talk. Sometimes Val would 
fall off the swings from laughing 
so hard and I'd have to pick her up 
and hold her on the swing, pushing 
her back and forth like a littie 
kid. Sometimes she would relax and 
lean her head back against me. We 
would sit in the same swing and rock 
forward and back, singing songs. 

I soon realized that Val was the 
best friend I had ever had. I 
started telling her everything about 
myself and it felt good. She even 
re when I told her about fights 
with my family. 

Val told me a story one night, 
months after we'd first met, about 
her and her cousin, when they were 
little girls. They often took baths 
together. Val and her cousin, 
Amanda, would throw water at each 
other and sink their toy boats. One 
night they got carried away with 
throwing water and started shoving 
each other in the bathtub. Then 
they tickled each other and sloshed 
around in the tub, rolling around 
on each other and touching. Val's 
mother came into the bathroom to 
find out what was happening. Val 
and Amanda got embarrassed, and slid 
out of the tub, looking sheepish. 

I felt very nervous after this 
story. 1 told Val about my dreams 
and my fearlessness about what they 


oe naked over at me after ne 
told our stories. We were on ane 
grass, in the park. She La 
enough so that I could see 


Val and Me 
A Short Story by 


serious face. Val smiled a lop- 
sided smile, rolled over on top of 
me. I opened my mouth a little be- 
cause I was so surprised and because 
Val was a rather big girl. Val set- 
tled in on me, grinned and breathed 
gently on my face. We laid there 
for a white, our mouths like little 
o's, facing each other. It was my 
first kiss. We went home. 


* * * * 


Val keeps reading over my shoulder 
while I type this story. She says 
she likes what I've done so far. She 
wants me to get the truth down though. 
It wasn't love at first sight for 
her, I'm afraid. She thought I was 
sort of a chump when she met me, but 
I laughed at all of her jokes in math 
class. She says now she's not sure 
when she started to get the hots for 
me, but when it happened, it was a 
real kick in the pants. She's hooked 
now, she says, stroking my arm. I'm 
smiling away now, while I type what 
she says. This girl's something else. 
I tel] her I'm not done with our 
story yet and that she has to go and 
sit down and read. Val's under my 
desk now, trying to pull off my socks~- 
she's got ideas. 

* * * * 


After Val and I left the park that 
night, I thought a lot about what hap- 
pened. It felt good to me. Val was 
so happy on the way home, I would 
have thought she'd just won the lot- 
tery, if I hadn't known better. I 
was quiet, but that's because I was 
wondering about my next move. True 
love? Just fun? Val didn't seem to 
have any worries about the future and 
she tried to make me more easy about 


the whole thing. It eventually worked. 


We often skipped math class com- 
pletely and went to the park. But 
now, we hugged and kissed as much as 
we talked. I had begun to like all 
this activity and I liked Val more 
than anyone I'd ever known. 

We were at the park one night 
when we forgot all about going home 
for dinner. It was dark. We were 
on the grass, but we weren't stoned. 
We held hands. 

I rolled over on my side and kissed 
Val. She smiled and put her arms 
around me. 

Then I looked up from Val's face 
and saw a man's boots right in front 
of me. I looked farther up and there 
was the rest of him: tall and hairy, 
with a stupid look on his face. It 
was Mike Keniski from math class. 

"Mike Keniski is here," I said. 

"Tell him to go away," Val said. 
She had her eyes closed and she 
thought I was kidding. 

"You fuckheads," Mike said, looking 
down at us. 

I saw Val's eyes snap open. "Uh- 
oh," she said. 

"So what happened in class today?" 
I asked Mike. I was nudging Val 
in the ribs, trying to get her up. 

"You fuckheads," he said again. 
Then he turned around and looked 
into the dark. "Norm!" he yelled. © 

Oh Jesus, I thought. Norm came 
running out of the dark with his 
gym bag in his hand. Val and I 
were on our feet by this time. I 
was ready to run, but Val stopped 
me. 

"Hi, Norm," she said. ; 

Norm was out of breath. He just 
stood there, looking confused. 

"They're dykes, Norm," Mike said. 
He started to laugh. 

Mike had his fists clenched. He 
would hit me for kissing Val? 

"Naw," Norm said, and laughed too. 

"No shit,” Mike said. "I caught 
them frenching." 

This work made me laugh, it was 
so old. And Mike was wrong, as well. 
Qur tongues did not touch on that 
kiss. We didn't have time to get 
that far. 

Val did an incredible thing just 
then. She made a big point of pick- 

ing up my hand--she showed it to 
Mike and Norm--and then held on to 
it tight. We stood there, swinging 
arms together. My mouth hung open. 
I watched Mike's fists. 

"So did you guys Teave math class 
today to screw?" Mike asked. He 
stuck his face up to us. 

"Jesus, Keniski, you are so stu- 
pid. Screw?" Norm punched Mike in 
the arn. 

Val held on to my hand even tight~- 
er. I was trying to back up and 


Judy Doenges 


run out of the park but I couldn't. 

"I bet a lot of people in school 
would Tike to hear about this," 
Norm said. "Barton and Batucci, 
fucking dykes." He turned to Mike 
and they both started to laugh. 

Val leaped forward and pushed 
Mike to the ground. It took mea 
second to catch on, but soon I had 
Norm on his ass. Val kicked Mike 
and I kicked Norm. Before they could 
start fighting back, Val and I flew 
out of the park, running like crazy. 


* * * x 


Well, it would be easy to imagine 
what school was like for us. We got 
all kinds of nasty remarks and snick- 
ering behind our backs. The boys 
were the most direct~-they insisted 
on making lewd gestures in our dir- 
ection while we walked through the 
halls. 

The girls were afraid of us, I 
think. They Tooked at us from the 
corners of their eyes. Priscilla 
Pfaff (she was a little slow in the 
head) called us fags: 

Eventually, though, things started 
to die down, and people just ignored 
us. 

Val and I did everything together 
and were more in love all the time. 
Val knew how to make me feel better 
about my stupid family and all our 
fights. We learned massage together, 
to get out our tension, and we prac- 
ticed that often. I] taught Val that 
it was all right to cry sometimes. 

I felt I had accomplished something 
when we cried tq gether about our 
situation at school. 

Just yesterday (it feels now like. 
weeks ago), Val came to school QJreadY 
‘crying. She had told her older sister, 
Edie, about how much in love we were. 

Edie got quite upset. She promised 
not to tell our parents, but she 
was very worried that somehow, 
everyone in Chicago would find out, 
and she'd be humiliated. Edie 
seemed to feel sad for Val and 
me. This was worse to Val than if 
Edie had screamed and hit at her. 

"I've lost my sister," Val said. 
She was crying uncontrollably. 

"She hates me, she doesn't even care 
about me.” 

We were in the shower in the girl's 
locker room, sprawled on the tile 
floor. This was the only place 
where we could have any privacy, so 
we came often to talk, We'd sneak 
in while classes were going on, when 
the whole locker room was deserted. 
I had my arm around Val, patting her 
shoulder and wiping her tears away 
with a tissue. 

"Aw," I said. I then put both my 
arms around Val and started to kiss 
her neck. She smelled like Breck 
shampoo. 

Val finally stopped crying and put 
her arms around me. Kissing, with 
tongues, started up. 

i een to Val not to worry, 
an a oved her. She i 
little bit more. Rae Ots 

I was feeling very good with all 
this kissing going on, so I took 
off Val's shirt, and then my own. 
We were rolling all over the tile 
by this time, not caring that the 
floor was hard. My belt buckle got 
eae in the open drain. 

managed to get Val's Jeans down 
to her knees, and I had my hand on 


her breast. Over Val's shoulder, I 
was Melanie Salverson (a cheerleader) 
come into the shower room, wearing 
nothing but a towel. She sqw Val 

and me all excited, half-naked, and 
she screamed, causing her towel to 
fall off. 

Val and I were up ina flash, trying 
to get our clothes on. By this time, 
the second period gym teacher, Mrs. 
McBroom, was in the shower room, 
staring at us. The rest of the class 
was behind her, some wearing towels, 
some wearing nothing at all. 

"They were having sex!" Melanie 
screamed. 


Val and I were trying not to look 
toohard at Melanie, who was still 
naked. 

We eventually got our clothes on 
and followed Mrs. McBroom to the 
principal's office. He shook his 
head at us and called our behavior 
"disgusting." He said he was going 
to give us one night to tell our 
parents the truth, then the next 
day he was going to call them at 
work, "if necessary." He thought 
our parents should hear it from us 
first. 

Val and I left school. We were 
furious. It didn't seem to matter 
that anybody or everybody knew about 
us; one person knowing was the same 
as fifty, in our neighborhood. 

We went back to Val's building and 
packed her big backpack with clothes. 
Her parents weren't home from work 
yet, so we raided the liquor cabinet 
and had screwdrivers. We sat in the 
dead quiet, listening to the refri- 
gerator go on and off, wondering what 
to do. We finally went over to my 
building to watch TV until my parents 
got home from work. I told my mother 
that Yal was going to sleep over. 
-Val and I stayed in my room and 
watched TV. We ordered a pizza with 
everything on it. We even made love 
later, while the news was on. 


* * * * 


So here we are: at my parents' 
apartment, skipping school, in love, 
on our way out of town, Everything 
that happened yesterday convinced 
us we need to leave; so before the 
principal can contact our parents, 
we're getting on a bus for Califor- 
nia. 

I'm not frightened at all. Ina 
way, I feel like I've been waiting 
ious ee Jong time. What else 

i consider i i 
rae doing with my love 

She's taking clothes out of my 
dresser now, and putting them in my 
backpack. 1°11 let her read what 
H ve written before we go. Then I'1] 
fot it up and put it in an envelope 
We've had screwdrivers again, while — 


Val packed and 
anette, I wrote. I feel warm 


On our way to the bus i 
: terminal 
ae going to stop at Grant Park 
M going tc take our story and 


dust leave it lyi 
ras ying there on the 


Val has a fantasy: 5 
é : some 
bag lady in the Park will find, 
our story, read about our strong 
ove, and be transformed, She'l] 
e boot, then 
that idea too, inet HERR 


The Feminist Forecast: | 
cnet orin Changes for Women of the Valley Region 


Welcome to the first publi i 
of THE FEMINIST FORECAST. eae 
grateful to the staffwomen of the 
VuV for the opportunity to share the 
benefits of astrology with you, the 
readers and listeners of the VWy. 
With feminist publications every- 
where closing temporarily and perman- 
ently, your continued support becomes 
crucial to the survival of our area's 
only feminist newspaper. It is my 
hope that THE FEMINIST FORECAST will 
keep you and your friends coming back 
to the MWV. If you enjoy this col- 
umn, aS 1S my sincere wish, please 
send us your sentiments. 


_If you've ever spent any amount of 
time by the ocean you know that you 
very quickly become aware of the 
highs and lows of the tides, creating 
an ever changing coastal environment. 
The Moon is known to be responsible 
for these aquatic fluctuations and 
now we are informed that in fact she 
may bring this about by causing the 
earth to expand and contract, inhale 
and exhale if you will, so that about 
every six hours we experience the sea- 
shore as a very different place in- 
deed. The times of the New and Full 
Moons highlight these gigantic earth- 
Ty sighs even more dramatically, re- 
sulting in the highest and lowest 
tides of the Lunation Cycle. In sea- 
coast cities and towns the times and 
dates of the tides are published in 
advance, giving those whose activities 
revolve around them the opportunity 
to plan according to their needs. The 
electromagnetic forces affecting us 
and all forms of life in our environ- 
ment are intimately bound up with the 
relationship between the Moon and the 
Sun, or the Lunation Cycle, and the 
earth. Traditionally, astrology is 
gaocentric, or centered around the 

earth and not the sun because it is 

on the earth that we and our anima) 
and vegetable friends live out our 
physical lives. It is primarily with 
this earthly life that astrology is 
concerned. 

Let's begin to think of ourselves 
as living by the ocean, her ever 
changing tides a welcome relief from 
the drab surroundings and monotonous 
routines imposed on us by the demands 
of surviving in a capitalistic sys- 
tem which by its very essence cuts 
us off from the rythms of nature. 
Think of THE FEMINIST FORECAST as 
advanced publication of the changing 


tides of electromagnetic activit 
that affects us emotionally, ee 
cally and spiritually. I hope that 
those of you who would like your 
activities to revolve around these 
tides will find THE FEMINIST FORE- 
CAST helpful. The astrology you 
will find here will be of a practi- 
cal and spiritual nature with a fem- 
inist analysis. The focus will be 
on a forecast of the tidal flows of 
the Lunation Cycle. My intention is 
to present the information in a man- 
ner accessible to you for use in your 
practical and spiritual lives. My 
wish for you is that by being a reg- 
ular reader or listener you will 
come to understand and appreciate 
astrology by learning to harmonize 
your own natural rythms and tides 
with those of the Lunation Cycle. 


The tides of the December 22nd 
Capricorn Lunation begin to rise 
with the late mornings hours of the 
preceeding day. Friday, December 
2ist brings the Solstice and with 
it the first day of winter and the 
beginning of a new astrological cy- 
cle. The third day of Hanukkah also 
brings with her the final day of the 
Old Moon of the previous Lunation 
Cycle. So we find this day encom- 
passing the ending of one revolution 
of the wheel and the beginning of 
another. It is in this process of 
ending and beginning that we can 
discover the nature of the planet 
Pluto whose realm is that of the 
hidden and mysterious. Pluto's in- 
fluence allows you, if you so desire, 
to tune in on thoughts and energies 
coming from the inner planes, the 
world of our unconscious and spirit- 
ual lives. 


The Old Moon has always been a 
time of mystery in her own rite. 
Not only does this Old Moon bring to 
an end the events of the most recent 
Lunation Cycle, during which time 


many of us were still recovering 


ram the Ferraro/Mondale : 
ie bet she me brings us the 


final days of our previous New Eng- 
land Solstice Cycle - sunny, hot, 
humid days of Summer and breezy, 
beautiful and brilliant Autumn days. 
So we find ourselves in a special 
place this December 21. The Plu- 
tonian nature of this day allows us 
to consider our pasts and futures, 
the present seemingly suspended be- 
tween the two turns of the wheel. 
This is an opportunity for us to re- 


Veteran’s Day 


Nov 11,1984 


Dear Sisters, , : 

I woke up this morning being acut- 
ely aware of being a Vietnam Era Vet- 
eran and a woman. And today I feel 
urgently compelled, as though jt were 
my soldier's duty, to advise you a- 
bout the role of the citizen, your/ 
our duty, toward the army. f 

After Vietnam I learned how I, and 
million others, were used to support 
an unjust war and fatten al? those 
who profit from war. I enlisted in 
1964 out of good Girl Scout motives 
like the "efficiency, honor, fidelity 
cast on the Good Conduct Medal I got 


out of that war - where 58,000 Ameri- 
cans, some who were women like me, 
died, died, betrayed by our country, 
by the politicians, corporate heads, 
and professional soldiers, and the 
citizenry who neglected to instruct 
their/our"leadership’as to the army's 
legitimate mission. 

Our newly re-elected Commander-in- 
Chief of the Armed Forces Reagan is 
about to cowboy us into Nicaragua, 
and every day we are going to have to 
send messages to him and the others 
to "Bring our Boys Home" and "Stack 
Arm" and "Declare The Peace” and... 

I am encouraged that there are so 
many that are seeing that war should 


Astrological Tidal 


fresh our inner selves in the midst 
of the endings and beginnings that 
surround us in the outer worlds of 
nature and politics as well as the 
endings and beginnings in our indivi- 
dual external lives. The astrologi- 
cal influences for the afternoon and 
night of the 2lst are very conducive 
to forming social and political bonds 
in preparation for surviving the po- 
werful and stormy political tides to 
come. The activity of the planets 
highlights communication, intimate 
relationships, friendships based on 
common political goals and an unpre- 
dictable future. These influences, 
combined with a strong undercurrent 
of one of the most powerful charac- 
teristics of Pluto, group activity 
for the welfare of al], give us the 
chance to begin, enhance, strengthen 
and solidify relationships and create 
alliances to insure our survival as 
women in an increasingly threatening 
world. This Plutonion day is a 
buried treasure waiting to be dis- 
covered. We are promised an after- 
noon, evening and night of warmth 

and intimacy, sparkling conversation, 
fun and enjoyment. But you must seek 
the treasure as it remains hidden if 
you don't. So create the opportuni- 
ty: go to a party, have dinner with 
someone you love, kindle Hanukkah 

and Shabbat lights with friends, and 
be prepared for the unexpected. If 
we share this time we'll enjoy our- 
selves and feel renewed. Most impor- 
tantly we will not feel alone as we 
prepare to go - and go we must - with 


the next turn of the wheel into the 
tides of our uncertain and unpredic- 
table futures. 

The glow from our lights and love 
has barely faded when the early 
morning New Moon of Saturday, the 
22nd rises with Neptune, an omen of 
deceit and treachery. Things are 
not as they seem and we are easily 
manipulated by those who have power 
over us. Unscrupulous peopte take 
advantage of us and there are unex- 
pected and unsettling news reports 
that leave us disturbed and confused. 
Our hopes for cooperation and peace 
end in defeat and disappointment. 
Failure and frustration block our 
attempts to save ourselves and we 
feel as if we're truly “all washed 
up." The important thing to remem- 
ber is that these influences are 
very illusive and insidious and we 
may not know what is happening until 


never be made for profit, and what 
we've been engaged in as Americans 
is sheer banditry, getting rich be- 
hind guns, so many of you finally are 
saying "stop". 

As a soldier I know, however, that 
this is not enough. I still, along 
with most vets, still believe in the 
army, that there is a good and nec- 
essary role for this organization. 

I urge you to imagine our peacetime 
mission, what we must convert to, 
what an army will become, to DEFEND 
LIFE NOT PROFIT. 

There have been armies ever since 
people gathered along the river to 
cultivate. Our oldest written word 
comes from the Chinese. The I Ching, 
Book of Changes, explains that the 
time of the Army is like earth over 
water, like groundwater gathering. 
One story is that when the river 
floods everyone drops their personal 
business and feuds and comes together 
as an army to save the whole commun- 
ity from damage and divert the high 
water into the fields ready for 
planting. When the flood passed each 
person returned .to their own field. 

Thus in times of mutual need every- 
one became a soldier, to defend life. 
It has always been the peopie's duty 
to declare a state of emergency and 
mobilize to meet it. Just as times 
of crisis must be preceded by long 
periods of growthfull peace in which 
our strength pools. 

And I think this morning of Ethi- 
opia where millions starve as the ! 
desert of drought swallows it and 26 
other countries of people.And I think 
of how Haille Salassie, the much re- 
vered Lion of Judah, the heart and 
rainmaker of these people, is dead 
and now three years of drought brings 
near extinction to all life on that 
part of the earth. A crisis so large 
it is beyond the den of most, and be- 
yond any single nation's solution. 

I want all you wonderful postcard 
writers, prayermakers, demonstrators 
and so far uncommitted citizens to 
order Ronald Reagan to perform the 
role of his life. To order him to not 
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(SIGN ¢ the MONTH 


| FEMINIST 
AST IS: 


it's too late. 
opportunity to be defrauded. Be 
cautious when buying or signing any- 
thing or when making agreements or 


commitments. Try to get behind the 
veil of illusion by questioning the 
actions and intentions of others. 
The urge to escape is strong so try 
to remain rooted in reality though 
this may be difficult due to the 
haziness of everything. The tides 
of New Year's Eve are fairly quiet 
but,a Taurus moon compels to over- 
indulge. This spells sickness and 
disaster for those of us who are 
‘tempted by drugs and alcohol. 


January 5th signals the rising 
tide of an extremely emotional time 
indeed. Changes in what we've been 
wishing and hoping for are disillu- 
sioning and reduce us to tears while 
our digestive systems turn on us. 
The combination of the Full Moon in 
her own sign Cancer results in water, 
water everywhere while our feelings 
are emphasized to such an extravagant 
degree we honestly feel as though we 
are going down for the last time. 
This nearly unbelievable tide peaks 
at 9:16 pm Tuesday, January 6th. If 
we can somehow regain our connection 
to solid land by being conservative 
in our behavior we may be able to 
turn this extraordinary soaking into 
a healing crisis. A well-planned 
cleansing program can help eliminate 
the poisons that are preventing us 
from experiencing and expressing our 
emotions in a manner beneficial to 
us. Compassion and understanding, 
both given and received, act as a 


spiritual mineral bath in which 
we can relax and recapture our 
inner selves. 


Copyright 1984, High Altitudes, Inc. 


only "Bring Our Boys Home" but to go 
to the United Nations immediately and 
offer the entire resources of our 
nation, including the army, to an UN- 
Commanded rescue mission. Let our 
commander-in-chief offer to march 
shoulder to shoulder with the Rus- 
sians, with plows and wheat instead 
of weapons, into Ethiopia to restore 
life at the edge of the Sahara. LET 
US UNITE IN PEACE, IN ETHIOPIA. 
; At home there are our own disasters 
in the making that an army of people 
is needed for: poverty,pollution,and 
other physical abuses that destroy 
the life of our people. Now all these 
young people,heavily unemployed are 
voting for Reagan and a strong def- 
ense out of the same sense of duty 
and need to belong, usefully, to our 
country that led me to enlist 20 
years ago. I am afraid we will betray 
these young people too, unless right 
now we all claim our citizen's power 
to declare the emergency and: to call 
up, direct, and disband the army. 
Pela an en that mobilized the 
OUrage and ideals of our you 
directed them toward the places ah 
our community where thev are so des- 
parately needed. Imagine that ‘the. 


Job and Peace Corps and Vista are all 
one in that never-defeated army, trul 
of the people, practiced and prepared 
to set aside differences for a commor 
good, 

As an old soldier I beg you to co- 
mmand our representatives to declare 
the peace and the army's peacetime 
mission. 

* UNITE IN ETHIOPIA * 


Jove, Kaymarion 
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Two in Review: 


by C. Colette 


TWO IN REVIEW: Lovers in the 
Present Afternoon by Kathleen Flem- 
ing, Naiad Press, 280 pgs., $8.50. 
The Sophie Horowitz Story by Sarah 
Schulman, Naiad Press, 158 pgs., 


$7.95. 


"If we don't see ourselves, we go 
crazy and we cease to be all that 
we could be." 
-Judith Katz, playwright 
"Lesbian Theatre” panel, Aug. 1983 


Regardless of how lucky many of us 
feel to be living in areas where Les- 
bians have relatively high visibility 
(that is, relative to zero in the 
culture at large), we continue to pay 
the price of invisibility in ways 
other than the obvious. One subtle 
way in which invisibility has had a 
profound effect on us is in how it 
has shaped us as an audience for the 
art we create. We are hungry for 
images of ourselves and, as Harriet 
Ellenberger has discussed in her re- 
cent theory piece, "The Dream is the 
Bridge: In Search of Lesbian 
Theatre," Trivia, Fall 1984, we do 
not need to be seduced into looking 
at our lives; we need to, it em- 
powers us. Oe 

With such an audience cracking its 
knuckles in anticipation, it seems 
that Lesbian writlers, let's say, 
would have a lot of room to move 
around in, would have the freedom to 
pursue infinite possibilities for 
representation of ourselves and un- 
conventional vehicles for presenting 
those images. But this has largely 
not been the case. Most Lesbian 
novels have been conventionally 
written and are about white, middle 
class women who come out and fall in 
love with each other. Lesbian read- 
ers have been a little too hungry to 
demand more variety and greater lit- 
erary value, and, indeed, disagree 
about what standards to apply, if 
any, faced as we are with a short- 
enough literary tradition and our 
own starving emergent culture. 


But the growing lists of books from 


Bicycling Guide: "Better Bicycling 
in the Pioneer Valley" is now avail- 
able through the Pioneer Valley Asso- 
ciation. It includes detailed circc- 
tions, maps, points of interest along 
the way, terrain ratings, and safety 
tips. 

People may order a free copy by 
sending a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope to Pioneer Valley, Association, 
P.O. Box 749, Northampton, 01061. 


In April 1985, the University Press 
will publish Hogan's Seeing through 
the ab. a collection of poems. The 
University Press is not publishing 
The Remembered Earth, as nes aneee 
vectly stated in the article 
Oe ahan which appeared in the No- 

ember 1984 issue. Seeing through 
ah Sun will be available in cloth 


for $16.00 and in paperback for 


$6.95 in April 1985. 


Lesbian publishers have begun to re- 
flect our diversity and varied back- 


grounds and a range of literary styles. 


Some books, even when falling short 
of the mark, serve a purpose in the 
Lesbian community beyond the liter- 
ary one. 


Two novels from Naiad Press illus- 
trate my point. Just out this year, 
Lovers in the Present Afternoon and 
The Sophie Horowitz Story have stuck 
in my mind. I spent a Tot of time 
talking with friends about them and 
yet, one I liked and one I didn't. 

The one I didn't like, Lovers..., 
nevertheless turned out to be im- 
portant to many Lesbians I know 
willing to forfeit good writing to 
be affirmed as Lesbian survivors of 
childhood sexual abuse. The one I 
do like, Sophie..., is better writ- 
ten, funny and engrossing, but more 
significantly, adds an irresistable 
Jewish Lesbian heroine to a short 
list of role madels available in 
previous Lesbian novels. 


The two books couldn't be more 
dissimilar. Lovers... is the story 
of Lynn, a married mother of four 
who is struggling in therapy to come 
to grips with her past as a victim 
of incest, "find herself," and forge 
some new beginnings. Looking for 
clues to who she is today, she re- 
lives her memories of sexual abuse, 
examines her mother's role in the 
family dynamics of sexism and vio- 
lence and evaluates her married re- 
lationship in the present light of 


her own and her husband's backgrounds. 


The overriding metaphor throughout 
the book is physical constraint, im- 
mobility of the body and the result- 
ing resignation of the spirit. With 
the help of her woman therapist, Lynn 
begins to move of her own volition, 
writes poetry, meets Ruth, another 
suburban housewife, and falls in 
love. After a few minor inconven- 
jences (husbands, kids, custody prob- 
lems, etc) Lynn and Ruth move in to- 
gether and live happily ever after. 


There is little characterization 
throughout. The two main characters' 


The Sophie 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Lovers in the Present Affernoon 


personalities emerge - more Lynn's 
that Ruth's - but the friends, kids, 
relatives who also inhabit the novel 
are a blur. Almost no one is physi- 
cally described. In fact, essential 
differences that bring vividness to 
characterization are virtually non- 
existent here. Ruth, the woman with 
whom Lynn falls in love, is described 
very generally as pretty and dark- 
haired, but never with a particular- 
ity that would make her memorable. 

We find out that Ruth is Jewish, 
but little is pointed up by this 
fact. Fleming gives us a superficial 
treatment of the effect of WHII Nazi- 
ism on Ruth that comes out in her 
poems and nightmares, but if these 
are meant to balance in some way 
Lynn's own experiences of childhood 
violence, or are intended to add to 
the picture of Ruth, they fail on 
both counts. These scenes often 
arise next to scenes of Lynn cele- 
brating the Christmas season with 
her family, yet no exploration is 
made of Ruth and Lynn's differences, 
the potential for conflict. 

There are other flaws. Some of 
the metaphors left me non-plussed, 
like this one on page 3: “The si- 
lence flickers palpably through the 
car like circus flgshlights respond- 
ing to the clown." And the I-love- 
you's come so fast and furious (seven 
times in seven pages - chapter 14) 
that I longed for them to talk about 
anything else. 

Still, when Fleming has Lynn re- 
create from her childhood the sexual 
abuse scenes in her head, they are 
among the most powerfully written in 
the book. 

"Outside, with her father 
gone, Lynnanne is Billy's pri- 
soner. ‘Kidnapped,’ he says, 
and ties her to a tree. She 
waits, hearing her brothers’ 
voices fade in and out. Watch- 
ing the rope pull tight against 
her skin, she twists and pulls, 
then waits. 


Marsh comes and lets her 


free. ‘Run away from him... 
Pick my side. I'l] help you 
get away!' 


Horowitz Story 


The Sophie Horowitz Story is a 
whole other ballgame. Funny, fast- 
paced and dykey, this novel makes no 
big statements but takes you along 
for a hell of a ride. 

The Lesbians here are, variously, 
Jewish, Asian, punk, feminist, so- 
cialist, adventurous. The scene 
is New York City and the outlook is 
definitely urban. 

Sophie, a journalist with Feminist 
News, embarks on a hunt for Laura 
Wolfe, a feminist revolutionary who's 
robbed a bank. Along the way, we 
meet Lillian, Sophie's weekend lover, 
Melanie Chaing, a psychologist- : 
turned-punk-rocker, and Vivian Beck, 
a sixties hang-over from SDS still 
hanging on in academe, and gets in- 
volved with coke deals, payoffs, may- 
hem and murder. 

Sophie has great lines: "My heart 
sank. I knew Laura Wolfe. We all 
knew Laura Wolfe. We've all known 
her for years as the biggest pain 
in the ass around. She was part of 
a group known as Women Against Bad 
Things." 

Her description of White Plains 
suburbia still makes me chuckle: 

"It had been a long time since I 
was lost in the country. Well, it 
wasn't really the country but there 
were more trees than people so it 
wasn't a place where I belonged. It 
made me nervous, al] those trees 
moving this way and that.” 

Still, the best part of this book 
is Sophie herself who finds time in 
the busiest day to eat a lot of de- 
lectable Jewish delicacies (take 
this book to New York with you and 


hit the good eateries) and to make 
Jove with her girlfriend in the 
bathtub. 

Sophie... is, in some ways, every- 
thing that Lovers... isn't. Politics 
(of one kind or another) are the 
framework of everyone's life in 
Sophie..., yet fun is poked at the 
high seriousness most movements 
take on in their more radical mani- 
festations. Jewishness in Sophie... 
is a sensual experience; Schulman 
lets you taste the dollops of sour 
cream and Jewish identity is the 
standard here through which other 
identities are viewed. 

It never lapses into sentimentality 
because, unlike Lovers..., So hie... 
doesn't buy the American Dream. And 
if Lovers... celebrates Lesbian mari- 
tal bliss, Sophie... luxuriates in 
sexual hi-jinks, sophie... doesn't 
hake the ail ponderousness of 
Lovers..., but it doesn't look - 
‘iy at aac like incest Stehen 

Ccasionally, Sophie... 
to cuteness and cliché, are we 
Sophie meets Miss Noseworthy, a mys- 
tery writer, who helps Sophie solve 
the mystery of Seymour Epstein's 
death. And the ending is a letdown 
in tone and writing after the highs 

Sophie... hits along the way, 


evertheless, The Sophi H i 
, € Horowi 
Story is a@ must-read and a goo Be 
Fors y 


or holiday gift-giving. What it 


She runs, tripping over 
vines...runs, trusting Marsh, 
frantic to escape from Billy's 
ropes. 


Later, pine needles under- 
neath, Marsh leans hard, pres- 
ses her to the ground, pants 
into her face. ‘Hold still, 
hold still, you gotta, you're 
my prisoner now!' Lynn- 
anne knows it doesn't mat- 
ter which one's side she's 

. one or which one wins." 

several Lesbians I spoke to who 
have participated in Incest Surviv- 
or groups talked about the import- 
ance to them of Lynn's struggle to 
overcome her victimization, her 
ability to free herself of painful 
memories and go on with a life and 
a love unfettered by her past. 

Still, I felt that some of Lynn's 
victories over her past came too 
easily, did not come to grips with 
the damage inevitably suffered by 
her after years of rape by her bro- 
thers. A child's need to exert con- 
trol over an abusive situation in 
which she is repeatedly victimized 
often takes the form of fantasies 
in which the abuse makes some kind 
of sense. Fleming captures this 
truth well in a scene in which Lynn's 
brother, Marsh, is back from the war 
and demands she Tet him fuck her. 
In the past she has always refused, 
resisted or run from her brothers' 
coercions (to no avail). In this 
very important scene, she refuses 
initially, but, remembering an inci- 
dent reported in Reader's Digest 
about the rape MP UeRIGSn er 
nurses by Japanese soldiers, she 
says, “Okay...I'1] be in the war 
and you be the soldier raping me." 
Marsh reacts with disgust, takes 
back control of the situation and 
rapes her anyway. 

If this scene had not been included 
I might have believed that she js 
merely glad to divorce sex from co- 
ercion, violence, pain and self- 
hatred by embracing the love she 
feels for Ruth and the sexual ex- 
ploration they engage in. But in 
that scene, Fleming reveals, however 
unintentionally, that by that point 
in Lynn's development, she had in- 
ternalized masochistic response to 
her victimization that could not be 
as easily eradicated as the book 
suggests. From what I understand 
about the effects of abuse like hers, 
at least two things are missing 
from the book as she explores her 
psyche. First is the hint or carry- 
over of masochistic sexual response 


into her relationship with her hus- 
band or Ruth. Second is a chance to 
have explored the ramifications of 
such abuse in the responses which 
many abused women manifest after re- 
peated sexual trauma -- orgasmic 
difficulties, pain during penetration 
or sadomasochistic fantasies/activi- 
ties. One of the most insidious 

ways that child rape damages us is 

in the real psychic/emotional damage 
we may sustain at, at the very least, 
the sexual level. How can this not 
have come up between Lynn and Ruth? 
Discussions between them of Lynn's 
fantasies, guilt, occasional sexual 
confusion, fear or panic could have 
been enormously useful and validating 
to other Lesbians who faced and 
survived similar misuse. 

_ But if there's one thing Fleming 

1s set on, it's a happy ending with 
as few conflicts left hanging as she 
can manage. Lynn and Ruth go on to 
buy a house together, win a custody 
suit and settle into middle-class 
Lesbian life. 

As popular as characters like these 
seem to be, I know few Lesbians with 
much in common with them. I want 
Stories that tell us how to deal with 
the conflicts that arise after the 
coming out is long over and the new- 
ness of the relationship has worn off. 
What if Ruth and Lynn had been less 
affluent, had moved into a too-small 
apartment and fought so over Space, 
guilt, sexual problems and Lynn's 
possible anti-Semitism, that they 
broke up and found themselves single 
Lesbians adrift? What I don't like 
most about characters like these js 
that their Lesbianism seems to de- 
pend on their couple relationship. 

I am left with no clear sense of 


what kind of Lesbian each would be 
on her own. 
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POETRY 


Water Moves On The Picture 


by Linda Wheeler 


That hangs above your dresser 
In the morning low clouds 
Break, passing me through 

To that lake with the constant 
Pink sky and arrowed 

Pines, thin at the bottom 
From a recent brush of fire. 


Geese disappear, exit 

Qut the upper right corner. 

They cut thin air, go home 

To shores their young will carve, mud 


Memories. The wolf, ears nicked, sniffs 
Cold wind that rushes 

Nostrils and leaves dropped in haste. 
Her lake is freezing, slippery, skinned 
In a slight fresh snow. The deer 

Are gone, the rabbit hidden in too small 
Burrows, the geese noisy above. 

Her fur was thin in July, soft 

Easy to clean. Cubs that poked 

Every brook and bug now follow 
Dependent behind, unsure 

Of winter, unknowing of a spring. 

She paws the ice until water oozes 

For a drink. The sunrise in her eyes 


Is red. And you sleep safe 
Beside me, dreaming deep 
Indenting the pillow 

That frames your head. 


Survival 


by Mary Lewis 


The green woodpecker 
flies through blood rain 
to a tangled country 
among the sorrows. 


Beneath the singeing disc 

the green woodpecker 

hovers above dark weeds, 
flutters around starving trees. 


A mass of hay wire 

circles the tree trunk 
where the green woodpecker 
chisels food from the bark. 


Restless, 

it snaps twigs, 

taps a sharp tattoo 

alerting night 

to rays that burn down the day. 


In this place 

one white egg, 

covered with the chaff 
from summer winds, 
lies hidden 

in a bed of sawdust. 


Only 21 days left to enter 

the Valley Women’s Voice 

1984 Poetry Contest! See 

details at right and don’t 
delay! 


> => » 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
ANNOUNCES ITS 
1984 POETRY CONTEST 


$50, $25, and 3 one-year subscriptions 
December 21, 1984 (in honor of winter solstice) 
Published in our February 1985 issue 

$1.00 per poem, 5 poem limit, 40 line maximum 


DO NOT put your name and address on poems. 
Enclose on a separate sheet: 


name and address 
social security number 
poem titles 


We must have your social security number 
in order to award prizes. 


EACH ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE: 


1. 1 - 5 previously unpublished poems 


2. $1.00 entry fee per poem, payable 
to the Valley Women's Voice 

3. Name, address, social security number, 
and poem titles on a separate sheet. 


4, Self-addressed, stamped envelope for 
return of your poems. 


SEND ENTRIES TO: POETRY CONTEST 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
c/o EVERYWOMAN'S CENTER 
WILDER HALL ~ UMASS 
AMHERST, MA 01003 


GOOD LUCK! 


el 


Not in Our Name, 
contd from page 1 


tors chanted, "No business 458 usual" | 
and, “World War ITI not in our name. 
One hundred woren were arrested, 
including sixteen from Western Massa- 
chuserts, and were charged with dis- 
orderly conduct and obstructing gov- 
erncental adoinistration. The maj- 
ority of them used the names Jane Doe 
or Barbara Deming when questioned 
by police. The protesters used other 
“non-cooperative” tactics such as - 
having to be carried onto the busses 
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Open House 
at the 
Equity 


Institute 


Ww WILTED LLELELELIA A 


STRUCTURAL ann SYSTEMIC THERAPY | N LYNN ZASHIN, M.D 


WITH INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES,FAM ILES 4 
an 


AMY JACOBSON, P.A-C! 


Zit lllt Lt Ildex 


MARGARET KIERSTEIN 
LICENSED CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER 
e& Family Practice & 

CLINICAL 
SUPERVISION 


ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONSULTATION 33 RIDDELL STREET 


GREENFIELD, MA 01301 


Offices in Greenfield & Northampton 


TT AD LILLE LTTOVTTOLTOVVT AT SALE LE: 


Ninety people attended Equity In- 
stitute's open house in Amherst to 
celebrate the opening of a new office 
at 17 Kellogg Ave. The Institute is 
a non-profit community agency, spe- 
cializing in human relations consult- 
ing. It was recently awarded grants 
from the Windom Fund and the Haymar- 
ket People's Fund to conduct a pro- 
gram on heterosexism and homophobia 
for secondary school teachers and 
guidance counselors in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut. The Institute also 
does workshops on racism, sexism, 
sexual harassment, class oppression 
and anti-Semitism, for professional 
and community organizations. 


(413) 774-2738 


NY 
Se SULIT GST ETTL, tt lttt ddd ihidd 


and off the busses which brought then 
to police headquarters. 

Organizers and participants in 
the Not in Our Name march plan to 
continue organizing at the local 
level in Western Massachusetts, New 
York and Boston against militarisn, 
violence against women, racisn, 
sexism and corporate exploitation 
and to inspire peace. 

(Not in Our Nane is $7,000.00 
in debt. Yor more information and 
to anke a contribution write Box 795 
Northampton, 01061) 

NOTE: The eleven other corpor- 
ations against which the demonstration 
was organized are Citicorp, Chemical 
Bank, United Technologies, Xerox, 


SLIDING FEE SCALE 


(413) 665-3716 


Susan Ritter 


attorney at law 


Complete Civil Practice Including 


Divorces e Adoptions e immigration 
Real Estate (buying or selling) 
Bankruptcy @ Small Business Matters 


160 Main St, Northampton, MA * 413/686-2904 


Westinghouse, Harper and Row, Chevron, 
General Motors, Sperry Rand, Bristol 
Meyers and Coca Cola. 


Sarah Dreher, Ph.D.: Elisabeth Brook, M.Ed. 
Feminist therapists, serving individual 
women and lesbian couples. 
Eclectic. Sliding Scale. Insurance accepted. 


21 Valley View Dr., Amherst, 256-8397 


PLEASANT JOURNEY 
The Alternative in the Valley 


The Best Selection 


MIDNIGHT 


Sartmay 7-5 


Sumaay (/-$ 


adventura 


_ The Travel Professionals 


549-1256 of Toyotas Around 

airlines Comer of Pleasant and Conz St. OLL CCTIVE 256-6415 
cruises Northampton, Ma. OplEes 250 Kmwwe Se, Ardomart sae 
hotels (443) 586-8150 


(Bob, John and Mark) 
Monday through Friday 9-6 


Saturday 10-5 


the Valley Women’s Voiee (Equity institute, Inc. 
needs your help! MaKe @ | consultation and Workshops 
New Year’s resolution to ar ed 
work for your feminist | “trimer Dicinnons” 
a” newspaper. No experience 
necessary. Production and | 
distribution help 
especially needed. 


he 

To resolve issues of loss, conflict, anger, 
depression, need for spiritual direction 
or Iife change. 

Lesbian Feminist Therapist 

15 years experience in counseling 

For individuals, couples in conflict, families 

Cost: $20.00-$35.00/session (1% hours, 

sliding scale Call: 367-2087 


Since 1973 
233 N. Pleasant, 
Amherst Carriage Shops ° 


Equity Institute, Inc., 


Box 458 
Amherst, Mass 01004 
413-256-6902 


Joanne angi 
* Facial Rejuvenation 
* Foot Reflexology 
* Riki Practitioner 


Resematy CAistph_, 


MA. Counsel fing 


Free Initial Consultarion 


*SOPHIAY® 


(413) 586-5122 


Evelyn Eaton - Alice 
Bailey - Ann Wigmore ms 


touise Von Franz - Roshi 
Kennett - Liz Greene ... 


WOMEN AUTHORS 


books, puzzles, records and tapes, including “2, & Ons 
a Seaton of multi-cultural and non-sexist “exe 
items. Main St, Amherst 256-1509 


HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9:30-6, Thurs. ‘til 8 


Sondra ~- fil 
w bookshop + Helen ie sania 


(| ¢ 103 Nerth Pt , : 
Early Childhood Materials y Sundays" Aaa Mens ; nple - Elizabeth Haitch 
8 g oy ee 
Featuring a wide variety of toys, games, ¢ 4 (413) 4253-5574 ie oe hanie 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The Feminist Lecture Series 
Presents: Lise Weil discussing her 
doctoral dissertation, Feminist 
Realism in Modern Fiction, "Getting 
Man Off Your Eyeball". The lecture 
will be presented Thursday, Dec 7 
at 7:30 pm in Neilson Library 
Browsing Room, Smith College. 
Admission is free. The lecture is 
a benefit for Trivia, A Journal 
of Ideas and co-sponsored by the 
Smith College Women's Resource 
Center. 


Rebirth of Power: Overcoming 
the Effects of Sexual Abuse 


Through the Experiences of 

Others is a forthcoming book on 
incest, rape and other forms of 
sexual assault. We will be 
collecting writings and artwork 
related to your experience of 
sexual abuse through January, 1985. 
For more information, please 
contact: The Book Project, c/o 
Michele Gorcey and Peggy Sanders; 
P.0. Box 43055, Tuscon, AZ 85733. 


LEZ PRESS: a new women‘s pub- 
lishing house formed in Portland, 
OR, by two lesbians is actively 
seeking submissions. LEZ PRESS 
will publish quality work of inter-~ 
est to lesbians, as well as femin- 
ist and gay-oriented material, 
which because of its nature is not 
generally considered by major pub~ 
lishing houses. Short stories, 
novels, nonfictions and all 
suitable for printed publication is 
accepted. No poetry, please. 
Submit double-spaced, typed 
manuscripts. Submissions wil] be 
returned only if accompanied by 
a SASE. LEZ PRESS, P.O. Box 4387, 
Portland, OR 97208. 


CER 


Professional Development for Women 
is the titve of a two day, 1 credit 
course offered through UMass Cont. Ed. 
Emphasis is on examining the subtle 
organization obstacles blocking women 
as well as the more self-imposed or 
internal barriers which undermine 
us. Jan 9, 7-10, Jan 19 & 20, 

9-5. Instructor: Valerie Young. 
Call UMass Cont. Ed. to register. 


REESEEOARERESOEEEOEEAEASS 


SUICIDE -~ Recognizing the Ri 
and What You Can Do To hatp. a 
lecture will be presented Dec 5 
in Conference Room A of the Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital, Inc., North- 
ampton, MA. Free; no registration 
required. For further info, call 
413-584-4090, Ext. 2393. 


WomanSpirit Works will be 
presenting a workshop entitled 
DEPRESSION and TRANSFORMATION on 
Dec 1 in Amherst. The Fee is 
$35.00, and will be from 9 am- 
5:30 pm. For more information, 
please contact Carol Drexler 
at (413) 256-6159. 


_ Trivia, feminist literary journal 
1s Tooking for volunteers to help 
with lay out, paste up, mailings 
and office work. If interested 
call: (413) 367-2254 or write to 
Trivia, Box 606, North Amherst, 

MA 01059. 


The 3rd Nationa] Women in Print 
Conference will take place May 29- 
June 1, 1985 in San Francisco, 

The conference is open to all 
feminist women now working in the 
print trades, including editors, 
Publishers, printers, librarians, 
booksellers, reviewers, agents, 
women in marketing and distribution 
and self-publishers. Any ideas you 
Can contribute (What workshops are 
you interested in attending? Facil- 
\tating? Special needs for child- 
Care, etc?) Donations will be 
Sratefully accepted. Please mail 
all correspondence to: Women in 


Print, P.O. Box 3184, Oakland, CA 
94609. 


The Strongest woman in the 
World 1s coming to Boston. Watch 
Ruthie Scheaffer deadlift over 500 
Ibs. at the 1985 Komen's Powerlifting 
Nationals. Witness Majik Jones, 105 
lbs. bodyweight, squat over 3 times 
her bodyweight. The World and 
Nation's top female powerlifters 
will be battling it out at Boston's 
Park Plaza Hotel, Boston, MA, 
Jan 26 & 27, 1985. Tickets only 
$4/day. For further info., contact 
Sue Elwyn (617) 897-4668. 
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Lesbian Home Show: an art, crafts 
and skills fair. Saturday, December 
8, from 11 am - 5 pm at the Red Barn 
at Hampshire College. For more info, 
call 584-1610. 


Between Theory & Practice, a 
lecture by Arlyn Diamond & Jean 
Grossholtz will be presentéd Taurs., 
Dec. 6 at 8 pm at Wright Hall, Common 
Room, Smith College. The lecture 
will discuss controversial issues in 
the feminine academy, the political 


community, and the battered women's 
shelter movement. 


Necessities/Necesidades es una 
organizacion por y para mujeres. 
Lo que ofrecemos: linea telefonica 
de 24 horas, refugio de emergencia, 
hogares seguros de emergencia, abo- 
gacia legal y de welfare, grupo de 
apoyo mutuo, y consejeria de apoyo 
horas llame: 586-5066. 


Necessities/Necessidades is an 
organization by and for women. What 
we offer: 24 hour hotline, emergen- 
cy shelter, emergency safehomes, 
legal and welfare advocacy, support 
group and peer-support counseling, 
Hotline call: 586-5066. 


Tickets for Casselberry-Dupree/ 
Agitones Concert are available at 
Northampton: Country Comfort, Guild 


Art Centre; Amherst: Food for Thought 


Books, For the Record (FACES), Every- 
woman's Center (UMass); Greenfield: 
World Eye Bookshop; Springfield: 

Main Music; Battleboro: Maple Leaf 
Music; Hartford: Reader's Feast 
Bookstore/Cafe; Pittsfield: Women's 
Services Center; or by mail from 
Crescendo Productions (SASE), P.O. 
Box 833, Northampton, MA 01061. 
(413-584-2637). *Child Care. 


The Lesbian Photo ID Show, funded 
by Flower Foundation, Inc., is an 
attempt to change the way people/ 
viewers perceive art and women's 
images. The project will consist 
of 25 Lesbians hopefully, in the 1985 
Lesbian/Gay March, each with her 
"Lesbian ID" pinned on. Hopefully, 
by making the ideas and work more 
accessible, this will make people 
think about the use of women in 
photographs, but, most importantly, 
about the words Lesbian and Lesbian 
Licence and what it means to be a 
Lesbian. Each women photographed will 
work with the photographer on what 


she wants in her ID - what she 
wants to express. For further 
information, please cal] Susan 
at 665-7710. 


The Women's Community Theatre pre- 
sents OFF THE WALL, a comedy, at the 
Red Barn at Hampshire College. On 
Nov 30, there will be a dress rehear- 
sal for women only, and on Dec 1, + 
at 8pm. Tickets are $3-$5 sliding 
scale and are available at the door. 
The theatre is wheelchair accessible. 
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A conference on Genes and Gender V, 
Women's Work and Changing Technology 
will be held on March 30, 1985 from 
Jam - 6pm at Hunter College- West 
Tower, NY,,NY. Registration 1s 
$7.50; $5 for senior citizens and 
students. Contact Georgine Vroman, 
2365 E. 13th St. (Apt. 6U), Brooklyn, 
"AY 11229 for more informatton. 


Support Group for Lesbians who 
were raised poor or working class. 
Finally, a safe place to be "out" 
as having been raised poor or work- 
ing class. First meeting will be on 
December 18 at 7pm. Place to be 
determined. For info, call Bonnie 
McKee at 586-6824. 


Furious Love: A workshop for 
women on dealing with anger/depres- 
sfon creatively, positively, and 
lovingly. To be held on December 
9 in Leverett, from 10-6pm. Sliding 
Scale $30-$40, Led by Rosemary 
Christoph. Call 367-2087 for info 
and registration. 


Popular Civil Disobedience and 
Legal Demonstration at Westoyer 
Airforce Base, Chicopee, MA, East 
of Springfield on Sunday, Dec. 
2nd or 9th. For more definite info., 
please contact Debbie Jacobson, 
549-4111 or Pat Svenson, 253-2412. 


Central America Chrisknas: The 
Western Massachusetts American Friends 
Service Committee in collaboration with 
the New England Regional AFSC and the 
Massachusetts witness for peace are 
conducting a drive to collect medical 
and dental supplies, schouvl supplies 
and toys for shipment to Nicaragua 
and refugee camps in Honduras. Con-~ 
tributions to purchase medical supplies 
are also accepted, Supplies will be 
collected through December 22 at the 
APSC office: Three Langworthy Road, 
Northampton, and at the Camara Center 
First Congregational Church. in Amherst. 
For additional information and a com- 
plete list of items needed, call AFSC 
in Northampton at 584-8975. 


On Jan 26, 1985, Saturday's Child 
will feature the Amherst Regional High 
School Orchestra under the direction 
of Patrick C. Smith. The concert 
Provides an excellent opportunity 
for young people to hear the works of 
the masters performed by other young 
people. Sponsored by the Arts 
Council of Franklin County. Tickets 
are $2.75 for children, $4 for adults. 


For more information, call 413-772-6811. 


WANTED: Fund-raising volunteers 
or Interns to help coordinate 
annual Christmas party for girls 
ages 13-21. Includes soliciting 
gifts, coordinating party, sending 
out thank-you letters. Training, - 
on-going support and supervision 
provided. For more information, 
call SOJOURN, 586-6807. 


INTERNSHIP. Lifeline Institute 
of Amherst, a newly formed center 
providing psychotherapy and education 
for all sexual lifestyles, jis 
currently seeking an intern to do 
a feasibility study. College credit 
available. For more information, 
call: 253-2822, 


The Displaced Homemaker Program 
of Hampshire County serves sepa- 
rated, divorced or widowed women 
over 35 who need to enter the 
labor market. Services provided 
include individual career counsel- 
ing sessions and workshops in topics 
such as confidence building, interest 
and skills assessment, resume writing 
and interviewing. There is a very 
smal] fee for participation in the 
program. For additional information, 
cal] 584-9111. 


1985 Craft Fair and Festival 
Listing; the 1985 edition of 
"Fairs and Festivals in the North- 
east" will be published Jan. 5. 
Artists and craftspeople who want 
to plan next year’s direct marketing 
strategies may place their order now 
by mailing a check for $5.00 payable 
to "Arts Extension Service" to 
Festival Listing, Arts Extension 
Service, Division of Continuing 
Education, University of MA, Amherst, 
MA 01003. 
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Hampshire College Lesbian ; 
Alliance is sponsoring 4 Women . 
Dance to benefit Theatre T¥¥. (Ne 
dance will be located at Hampshire 
Red Barn, December 7, from 9 pm - 

l am. Sliding scale $3-$5. Mary y. 
DJ will be providing music. 
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White Women's Anti-Racism Group - 
a 5-week group for white women who 
want to become more aware of and 
change the racist ways we have 
learned to think & act. We will 
work to create an environment of 
trust in order to encourage and 
challenge each other to make 
changes to become more actively 
anti-racist. The first meeting 
will be Wed, Jan 9, 7-9 pm at 
Everywoman's Center, UMass Campus. 
Wheelchair accessible. Call by 
Jan 3 for childcare arrangements. 
There is no charge for particip- 
ation in this group. For more 
information, cal] Bonnie McKee 
at 586-6824 or 545-0883. 


LESBIAN HEALTH WORKSHOP will be 
happening on December 6 at 6:30 pm 
at the Everywoman's Center, Wilder 
Hall, UMass campus. The workshop 
will cover ‘such issues as basic 
lesbian health, including sexually 
transmitted diseases, breast self 
exams and vaginal health. Also 
discussed will be the advantages and 
disadvantages of coming out to your 
health care provider, how often to 
have pelvic and pap smear exams, 
and other questions or concerns. 
This workshop is open to all lesbians 
in the community and is free of 
charge. For more information, 
please cal] 549-2671, Ext. 181. 


Everywoman’s 
Center 


"LESBIANS CONSIDERING CHILDREN" is 
the title of a forum for women consid- 
ering becoming parents with other 
women or alone. The forum will be 
Held on Sunday, Dec 9, 2-6 pm at 
McConnell Hall, Smith College. For 
more information, contact the 
Working Women’s Program or the 
Resource/Referral Program of EWC at 
545-0883. 


The Working Women's Program 
at Everywoman's Center will be 
sponsoring a lunchtime film and 
discussion on Dec. 4, 12-1 pm. 
The film, entitled "Women's Voices: 
The Gender Gap Movie", includes 
Nocole Hollander's cartoons, and 
interviews with women concerning the 
policies of the Reagan Administration. 
For location and more information, 
please contact Everywoman's Center 
at 545-0883. 


Graduate WAGES, a program at the 
Everywoman's Center designed to ad- 
dress the specific needs of graduate 
women, is continuing its series of 
Brown-bag lunches on Dec 5, and Dec 
12, 1984. The lunches will be from 
12-2 pm in the Campus Center room 
805-809, UMass Campus, and there will 
be occasional speakers. For more 
information about any Graduate WAGES 
program, contact Diane Goodman at 
EWC by calling 545-0883 


A group is now forming for gay women 
who are concerned about their drinking 


and drug use, starting Wed., Nov 28 from 


6:30 to 8 pm. The group will meet 8 


times (no meetings during UMass semester 


break.) The group will discuss how 
alcohol and/or drugs affect group mem- 
bers' lives and explore alternative 
ways of dealing with problems. For 
further. information please contact 
Laura Devlin at the Everywoman's 
Center, UMass Campus, at 545-0883. 


The Working Women's Program of the 
EWC is distributing copies of fact- 
Sheets on women's safety and health 
on the job. Most factsheets are 
also available in Spanish. Work- 
shops on these issues are available 
on request through the Working 
Women's Program. Call 545-0883 for 
more info. : 
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DECEMBER CALENDAR 


@ orci 


WomanSpirit Works: Depression and 
Transformation, a day-long workshop. 


$35.00. €all 256-6159 or 367-9520 
to register, 


New World Theatre presents "Short 
Eyes" on Dec. 1, 6, 7 and 8 at 8pm 


in the Hampden Theatre on UMass cam- 


pus. 


Planning Meeting for a Statewide 
Pro-Choice Presence on Jan. 22. 
Meeting to be held at Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 90 Main Sts, 
Worcester. 12pm- 4pm. $2.00 to 
help cover cost. Cortact PPLM in 
Cambridge for more information. 


Women's Community Theatre pre- 
Sents OFF THE WALL, a night of com- 
edy, on Dec 1 at 8pm at the Red 
Barn at Hampshire College. $3-$5 
Sliding scale. Wheelchair acces- 
sible. For more information, cal] 
584-1171. 


@ pec 5 


Suicide: Recognizing the Risk 
and What You Can Do To Help. A 
presentation to be held at Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital Conference Room 
A, 6:30- 7:30pm Free, no registra- 
tion required. Call 584-4090, ext. 
2393 with any questions. 


Graduate WAGES Brown Bag Lunch. 
12 - 2pm, Campus Center Room 805- 
809. For more info, call EWC at 
545-0883. 


Gay Women and Drug Use meeting 
6:30 - 8pm. For further info contact 
Laura Devlin at EWC at 545-0883. 


@ vec 6 


Gays: Spirituality and Religion 
at 7:30 at the Unitarian Society 
Church in Northampton. 


Getting Man Off Your Eyeball: 
Feminist Realism in Modern Fiction, 
by Lise Weil. Part of the Feminist 
Lecture Series, a benefit for TRIVIA. 
7:30 pm, Neilson Library Browsing 
Room, Smith College. Donation $1.00. 


Between Theory and Practice, a 
lecture by Arlyn Diamond and Jean 
Grossholtz. 8pm, Wright Hal) Com= 
mon Room, Smith College. For more 
information, see announcements. 


Working Women's Program at F 
Presents "Women's ovens: The 
Gender Gap Movie." For more info, 
Contact FWC at 545-0883 


A Reminder to our Readers: 
There will be no January 1985 


Issue of the Valley Women’s 
Voice, but we'll be ba 


ruary! Thank 
through 198 
ward to a great 1985! 


Ng for- 


Lesbian Health Workshop, 6:30pm 
at EWC, Wilder Hall, UMass campus. 
No fee. For more info, call 
549-2671, ext. 181 and see 
announcements. 


@ vec 7 


Hampshire College Lesbian Alli- 
ance Women's Dance: to benefit 
Theatre Too. Hampshire Red Barn, 
9pm - lam. Sliding scale $3 - 
$5. Mary V. will be the DJ pro- 
viding music. 


@ DEC 8 


Lesbian Home Show: an art, 
crafts and skills fair. 11 am- 
Spm at the Red Barn on Hampshire 
College. For more information, 
call 584-1610. 


@ dE 9 


"Lesbians Considering Children," 
a forum for women considering having 
children alone or with other women, 
2pm - 6pm at McConnell] Hall, Smith 
College. For more information, 
call the Working Women's Program 
or the Resource/Referral Program 
at EWC at 545-0883. 


Furious Love: Workshop for Women. 
In Leverett, 10 am - 6pm. Sliding 
scale $30 - $40. For info and 
registration, call 367-2087 and 
see announcements. 


@ DEC 11 
The Women's Leadership Project 
presents a film at 7 and 9pm, 
"Marianne and Juliane." Campus 
Center 163. For more information, 
cal] the WLP Coordinator at 
545-0254, 


@ bec 18 
Support Group for Lesbians who 
were raised poor or working class. 
7pm, location to be determined. 
For info call Bonnie at 586-6824 
and see announcements. 


@ dec 22 


Deadline for entering the Valley 
Women's Voice 1984 Poetry Contest. 
Cash prizes. See Poetry Section 
of this paper for complete details. 


Lake Charles, LA 70606 


$275/ month plus utilities 
369-4252 and leave a Message. 


apartment, to share with two 
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Looking Forward 
to January 


@ van 1 


Deadline for UMass Women's Studies 
Program Essay Contest. $100 prize. 
Entrant must be a WOST major or 
certificate student. Contact the 
WOST office at 545-1922 for more 
information. 


@ van 9 


White Women's Anti-Racism Group. 
5-week group for white women who 
want to become more aware of and 
change racist ways we have learned 
to think and act. First meeting 
is Wednesday, Jan. 9, 7 ~ 9pm, 
downstairs at EWC, Wilder Hall, — 
UMass Campus. Wheelchair accessible, 
no fee. For more information, cal) 
Bonnie at 586-6824 or EWC at 545- 
0883. Also see announcements. 


Professional Development for Women, 
a two-day credit course offered 
through UMass Continuing Ed. 7 -10 
pm., Jan 19 and- 20, 9 - Spm. Call 
UMass Continuing ED to register. 


@ JAN 19 & 20 


Professional Development for 
Women, a two-day credit course of- 
fered through UMass Continuing Ed. 
7 -10pm on January 9, and these 
days from 9 - 5pm. Call UMass 
Continuing ED to register. 


@ JAN 22 


A Statewide Pro-Choice Presence 
is planned to celebrate the 12th 
Anniversary of Legalized Abortion. 
Contact the Planned Parenthood 
League of Massachusetts at 99 
Bishop Allen Drive in Cambridge, 
MA 02139, for more information. 


© JAN 26 


Arts Council of Franklin County: 
Saturday's Child will feature Am- 
herst Regional High School Orches- 
tra under the direction of Patrick 
Smith. Tickets are $2.75 for 
children, $4 for adults. For more 
information, cal] 413-772-6811. 


@ JAN 26 & 27 


Women's Powerlifting Nationals. 
Boston Park Plaza Hotel. Cost is 
$4 per day. For further informa- 
tion, contact Sue Elwya at (617) 
897-4668 and see announcements. 
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